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Mining already had made Gustav and Henriette Billing a wealthy couple when
they posed for this portrait in Denver, Colorado, about 1880. At the time,
Billing was concentrating his interests in mining and smelting in the Leadville
area. Five years later, the Billings would rank among the most prominent
citizens of Socorro. Courtesy Helene Billing Wurlitzer Foundation, Taos, New
Mexico, and the New Mexico Bureau of Mines & Mineral Resources.

Miner and Merchant in Socorro's
Boom Town Economy, 1880-1893
BRUCE ASHCROFT

In the 1880s, Socorro enjoyed a boom period unparalleled in the
city's history. What had been a quiet farming village of about 500 people
before the Civil War was changed with the postwar discovery of gold
and silver in the nearby mountains. By June 1880 the population stood
at 1,272, and in August the railroad reached Socorro. l
A strange sound was heard in this valley a few days ago. It
was not the roar of a huge monster; it was not the roar of artillery
or of some great explosion, it was not the grumbling of a distant
earthquake or the crash of thunder; it was not the roar of some
dashing torrent cateract [sicJ, cyclone or hurricane. It was a noise
such as had never before been heard at this place. The mountains,
hills, valleys and llanos, had slept through silent ages and had
never heard such a sound before. Men, women and children climbed
Bruce Ashcroft is a historian at the Air Force Historical Research Center at Maxwell
Air Force Base in Montgomery, Alabama. He received an undergraduate degree from
the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology in 1972, and a master's degree in
history and a master of business administration degree, both from New Mexico State
University in 1986. He served in the U.s. Navy from 1974 to 1984. His forthcoming book,
Miner and Merchant, Soldier and Saint: A Territorial History of Socorro, New Mexico, by Texas
Western Press, will appear in June.
1. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Tenth Census of the United States, 1880: Population (22
vols., Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1883), I: 263.
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upon the housetops to see whence proceeded the strange sound.
Cattle, horses, sheep, goats and even the birds of the air all seemed
alike alarmed, confused and terrified. The black, fiery-looking smoke
snorting demon-like monster came dashing down the valley of the
Rio Grande. It was the first arrival of the railroad in Socorro,
yesterday, August 12th, [1880], the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
railway reached the old town of Socorro. 2
The merging of two great forces brought wealth to Socorro: mining
provided the impetus for expansion; the railroad provided the means.
By the end of November 1880, the editor of the Socorro Sun estimated
Socorro's population to be nearly 2,500. 3
With the arrival of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe, the boom
commenced. Miners, speculators, businessmen, and visitors arrived
by the thousands. Some explored the mountains seeking precious metals. In 1881, three thousand mineral locations were filed in Socorro
County during a six-month period. Gold and silver, as well as copper,
iron, lead, coal, zinc, manganese, antimony, and more could be found
in the county's mines. Other new arrivals to Socorro built a new town
near the railroad depot and opened new businesses. Commenting on
Socorro's growth, one visitor noted that befor~ the arrival of the railroad, not one house could be found between the plaza and the depot
site. In November 1881, businesses lined the road to the depot, and
lots that previously sold for $100 commanded prices of $500 to $700.
House lots, which sold for the pre-railroad price of $25, brought up to
$250. 4
. The mines at Socorro Peak provided local excitement during the
initial stages of the boom, and one publication claimed that "the immense
amount of gold held in the Socorro Mountain is beyond comprehension." The Torrence Mine, purchased in 1880 for $5,000, and the Merritt
Mine, originally opened about 1840, were the two largest ore producers. The Kansas capitalists who operated the Torrence Mine turned
down a reported $800,000 for the property in 1882 and added a stamp
2. John DeWitt McKee, Time of Trouble, Time of Triumph: A Centenniel History of the
First Presbyterian Church of Socorro, N.M. (1880-1980) (Socorro: First Presbyterian Church,
1984), 3.
3. Socorro Sun, November 27, 1880.
4. William G. Ritch, l/lustrated New Mexico (Santa Fe: New Mexico Printing and
Publishing Co., 1883), 100; M. Fischer and Antonio Y. A. Abeytia, Report as to Socorro
County (Socorro: New Mexico Bureau of Immigration/Socorro Daily News, 1881); Charles
M. Chase, The Editor's Run (Fort Davis, Texas: Frontier Book Company, 1968), 133.
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mill and an amalgamation plant. Nevertheless, the combined production of the Torrence and Merritt mines totaled only $760,000 during
the boom town days.5
More important to the city was its central location. Publications
such as Beckwith's Guide to the Great Mining and Stock-Growing District
of Central New Mexico (1881) and Socorro the Mining Centre of New Mexico
(1882) stressed the advantages of moving to Socorro. One glance at a
map supposedly revealed to anyone that the city was "unquestionably
the mining center of the territory, and as such tpe greatest point of
attraction at the present time." The ores of the Magdalena, Black Range,
Oscura, and White Mountains all contributed to Socorro's wealth. 6
Fortunes could be made overnight in the mine fields. Pat Donan,
Socorro reporter for the Las·Vegas Mining World, wrote that "Kean St.
Charles, a Deadwood newspaper carrier, landed here without a nickel
and almost starved." St. Charles worked in town until he had scraped
together $5. This he "invested in a pick and some crackers and.bacon,
and struck out into the mountains." Within six weeks, the story,ends,
St. Charles had located a promising claim, sold out for $15,000, and
returned to his Kentucky home. The Mining World,also carried the
history of Jim Berry, "a well-known Black Hills miner and prospector."
In August 1881 he, too, landed in Socorro "a moneyless man." By
November he was so successful that he sold one-tenth of his mining
interests for $60,000. Stories such as these fired the imagination and
drew hopefuls like a magnet. 7
.
Ore reduction contributed mightily to Socorro's mineral-related
economy. Gustav Albert Billing, Socorro's most important industrialist,
had a.knack for appearing in the right place at the right time-his
appearance in Socorro in 1882 assured the town's boom. Billing had
gone to the Salt Lake City area, establishing the Germania Smelting
Works in 1873. After building the Germania into the leading smelter
in the region with the help of Anton Eilers, Billing joined the rush to
Leadville, Colorado, in 1879. Along with partner Anton Eilers, he arrived
relatively late; there were already six smelters in "Cloud City."Through
5. Las Vegas Mining World, June 1881 and April 20, 1882; Socorro the Mining Centre of
New Mexico (Socorro: Socorro Miner, 1882), 3; Fayette Alexander Jones, New Mexico Mines
and Minerals (Santa Fe: New Mexican Printing Company, 1904), 111.
6. D. A. Beckwith, Beckwith's Guide to the Great Mining and Stock-Growing District of
Central New Mexico (Leavenworth, Kansas: Times Printing House, [1881]); Socorro the
Mining Centre of New Mexico, 2.
7. Las Vegas Mining World, December 15, 1881.
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innovative techniques, however, Billing and Eilers soon built their
enterprise into the second largest in Leadville. The Billing-Eilers smelter,
for example, was the first to install electric lights. After visiting the
plant, a Leadville journalist wrote, liThe brilliancy that filled the room
was absolutely indescribable." The Leadville smelter earned Billing a
second fortune and, like many of his rich contemporaries, he bought
a house in Denver to enjoy the luxuries of big-city life.
Billing, then, was already a wealthy man by the time he bought
the Socorro's Kelly Mine from Patrick Dorsey and others in 1882. Why
he moved to Socorro from the opulence of Denver is not known, but
after sending his brother-in-law, Albert Schneider, on a scouting trip
to the Socorro area in 1881, Billing must have decided that a third
fortune lay waiting for him. Billing arrived during Socorro's "darkest
hour," according to the editor of the Socorro Bullion, but in short order,
Billing transformed the city into the smelting center of New Mexico,
eastern Arizona, western Texas, southern Utah, and northern Mexico.
The silver and lead-bearing ore from his own Kelly mine was the
foundation of his success. 8
Although often overlooked, smelters played an important role in
the development of many mining camps in the West. The primary
benefit of smelting was the reduction of raw ores into a compact, purer,
more easily marketed, and more easily transported medium. Billing's
smelter in Socorro, for example, reduced ore which averaged ten ounces
of silver per ton and contained 35 percent lead into bars of metal
weighing one hundred pounds. Nine and a half cubic feet of ore weighed
one ton and yielded an average of seven "pigs," as the bars of bullion
were called. The pigs would then be shipped for further refining, usually to St. Louis. 9
Billing almost did not build his smelter in Socorro. At a town
meeting held in April 1883, Candelario Garcia, probate judge for Socorro
County, bitterly opposed introducing another Anglo business to the
city. Garcia fumed that he wanted no smelter, no improvements, and
especially no Americans in Socorro. Those who realized the economic
8. For a history of Gustav Billing, see Robert W. Eveleth, "Gustav Billing, the Kelly
Mine, and the Great Smelter at Park City, Socorro County, New Mexico," in Charles E.
Chapin, ed., Thirty-fourth Field Conference Guidebook (Socorro: New Mexico Geological
Society, 1983), 89-95; and Bruce Ashcroft, "Billing's Smelter: Refining a Fortune," El
Palacio, 88 (Summer 1981), 10-12; and Leadville Herald Democrat, March 4, 1966.
9. James E. Fell, Jr., Ores to Metal (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979);
Socorro Bullion, September L 1883.
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opportunity the new business presented, however, carried the day.
Three hundred thousand bricks, one hundred fifty thousand board feet
of lumber, and all the necessary machinery were ordered, and by the
end of June, seventy-five men started assembling the smelter on a site
about two miles west of the city plaza. An additional crew of one
hundred men worked on a railroad spur running from the main line
in Socorro, through the smelter yard, and then west to Magdalena. In
July, are hauled by ox-team from the Kelly Mine started arriving, and
on September 8 the smelter "blew in" and commenced operations. Over
a quarter million dollars worth of bullion was produced by the end of
the year, and up to two hundred ox teams were employed to transport
the are. 10
The editor of the Bullion wrote enthusiastically of the new smelteJ::
"This is only the beginning of what will naturally follow, for a town
so accessibly situated must be the future great city of the territory."
The enterprise was so important to New Mexico that Bishop Jean Lamy
of Santa Fe commissioned four priests to bless the new smelter. The
Billing Smelter even spawned its own community, Park City. Park City
had both tent and adobe houses, a church, boarding house, post office,
furniture store, and bowling alley. Other commercial establishments,
including the Baca Hotel and a watering hole known as the First and
Last Chance Saloon, supported the smelter town. Park City's population reached 398 in 1890, and a justice of the peace and a policeman
served the residents. 1I
Steadily expanding his business, except for a period in 1885 when
he nearly sold out to Lake Valley entrepreneurs, Billing processed ores
from throughout the Southwest. His best advertisement was the unequalled efficiency of his plant, which allowed him to charge low rates
for processing are. Billing's smelter recovered over 90 percent of the
lead and virtually all the silver from the ores treated. Silver and lead
accounted for 90 percent of the smelter's bullion value. One million
ounces of silver were produced yearly from 1885 to 1889 and nearly
five thousand tons of lead flowed from the smelter fires annually. Value
10. Albuquerque Morning Journal, April 23, 1883; Socorro Sunday Sun, April 15, 1883;
Socorro Bullion, September 1, 1883, January 1, 1885; Socorro Daily Sun, September 8, 1883.
11. Socorro Bullion, August 1, 1883; John Skolle, The Lady of the Casa; Biography of
Helene Wurlitzer (Santa Fe: Rydal Press, 1959), 14; U.S. Bureau of the Census, Twelfth
Census of the United States: Population (10 vols., Washington, D.C.: U.s. Government
Printing Office, 1901), 1: 274. A history of Park City appeared in the Socorro Chieftain,
November 22, November 29, and December 6, 1945.
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of production increased annually to $1,953,000 in 1889 and probably
topped $2,000,000 in 1890, although records for that year have not been
found. 12
Billing sold the Socorro smelter to the Rio Grande Smelting Company in August 1887 for $500,000 and returned to Cincinnati, where
he had been naturalized as an American citizen and married Henriette
Schneider, daughter of a prominent physician, before going West. Billing remained president of the corporation in absentia until his death
in 1890 in Germany, his homeland. 13
Other reduction works processed ore during the 1880s in Socorro
as well. The New Orleans and La Joya Smelting Company, which later
became the Graphic Smelter, actually preceded Billing's Smelter, having
been erected in 1881. In its peak year of 1887, it produced nearly $500,000
in bullion. Not as efficient as Billing's operation, this smelter was converted into a fire clayworks in 1891. The Socorro Mining and Milling
Company, which owned a stamp mill located next to the New Orleans
and La Joya smelter, leased its plant to the owners of the Torrence
Mine. The company also leased and nearly sold its operation to Billing,
and, later, leased the plant to the Merritt Mine .14
Business leaders recognized the railroad as the key to Socorro's
prosperity and organized many schemes to bring additional rail lines
to the city. In September 1881, for example, a Denver, Las Vegas (New
Mexico), and Socorro railroad seemed assured and, hoping to build an
extensive local system, Alfred Moore, Andrew Walker, and Pete Simpson, the principals, organized the Socorro Railroad Company. They
planned to build west from the town to connect the springs at Socorro
Peak and the Torrence and Merritt Mines, and to run a line south to
the stamp mill and smelter. IS
Two trunk lines were built from the main Santa Fe line, which
tremendously benefited the city. The line to the Kelly Mine made Billing's smelter the success that it was. Indeed, the line was crucial in
12. Chloride Black Rnnge, January 30, 1885. Total production over the life of this
smelter has been estimated at $18 million; see Robert W. Eveleth, unpublished version
of "Gustav Billing, the Kelly Mine, and the Great Smelter," 19.
13. See Socorro County "Record 20," pp. 367-71, Socorro County Courthouse, Socorro,
for the smelter sale; and Skolle, The Lady of the Casa, 2-23.
14. Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, March 25, 1883; Socorro Bullion, July 9, 1888.
15. Socorro Sun, September 24, 1881; "The Socorro Rail Road Company," Record of
Incorporations, Book 1, pp. 681-82, Territorial Archives of New Mexico, microfilm reel
33, frames 446-47.
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So important to New Mexico was the Billing smelter at Socorro that Bishop
Jean Lamy of Santa Fe commissioned four priests to bless the installation after
its construction in 1883. Photograph taken by Joseph E. Smith and provided
courtesy of Edward Smith and the New Mexico Bureau of Mines & Mineral
Resources.

By 1885, Socorro was at the height of its boom period and could boast a system
of public transportation. The Socorro Transfer Company provided a fleet of
coaches like this one, shown here in front of the Park House hotel with a crowd
of passengers in Sunday best. Courtesy Doris Baldwin and the New Mexico
Bureau of Mines & Mineral Resources.
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Billing's decision to locate in Socorro. Before the railroad, freight haulers charged up to $7 per ton of ore for the thirty-mile trip by wagon.
The railroad carried the ore for $2.50 per ton. In addition, delivery
time from the mine was reduced from two days to one. Mining men
and business leaders hoped the line would be extended beyond Magdalena to western New Mexico mining districts and eventually to the
Pacific Ocean, but their dream never materialized. The other trunk line
contributing to Socorro's prosperity was that from San Antonio to the
Carthage coalfields. Coal was reduced to coke at San Antonio for use
in the smelters and, in 1888, 59,000 tons Of coal were mined at Carthage.
Limestone, another ingredient used in the smelting process, also was
shipped over this spur line. Again, business leaders envisioned extending the line, this time to the White Oaks mining district seventy miles
east of the main line. Survey crews even staked a route, but there was
no further development. The dream of attracting new railroads lasted
throughout the boom. As late as 1893 Socorro businessmen discussed
a line to connect Socorro and Roswell. 16
Socorro's Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe agent, A. J. Crone, kept
careful records of the growing railroad business. In November 1884,
206 carloads of merchandise arrived for Socorro businesses and 83
carloads were shipped from the city, including 60 carloads of bullion
from the smelters. Socorro businesses also sent 1.3 million pounds of
goods to other New Mexico cities. The volume of business during
November 1884 represented an increase of 50 percent over that of
November 1883, and three times the volume of business conducted in
November 1882. 17
The Santa Fe also provided regular passenger service to Socorro.
An 1883 timetable showed a 2:30 a.m. departure time for northbound
travelers and a 12:45 a.m. boarding time for those headed south. The
special emigrant, offering reduced rates and few amenities, stopped
at Socorro at 6:08 a.m. on its way north and at 4:17 p.m. while traveling
south. The train also made regular runs to Magdalena. The steep grade
16. Albuquerque Morning Journal, May 6, 1883; Eveleth, "Gustav Billing," 93; Henry
Lockhart, "One of New Mexico's Flourishing Counties," New Mexico (Winter Edition,
1889), 33-35, Territorial Archives, reel 96, frames 963-64; Edmund G. Ross, Report of the
Governor of New Mexico to the Secretary of the Interior (Washington, D. c.: U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1889), 17; Socorro Commercial Club, Minutes, May 2, 1893, Socorro
County Historical Society, Rio Grande Historical Collections, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico.
17. Socorro Bullion, December 1, 1884.
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west of Socorro proved difficult, and the westbound run barely lumbered along. In a September 17, 1885, article, the Bullion related the
story of two women who just missed the train to Magdalena. Encouraged by one of the passengers, the women set off on a shortcut over
Socorro Peak in an attempt to "head off" the train. The adventurers
missed the train and had to wait at the Water Canyon station for the
next day's run. 18
Before the railroad arrived, the stagecoach provided long-distance
transportation throughout much of New Mexico Territory. In December
1882, even after the railroad had entered New Mexico, at least thirtyeight separate stage lines served scattered mining districts. Approximately eight hundred miles of stage roads served the territory, compared to the railroad's eleven hundred. 19 Socorro was connected by
stage to White Oaks, a gold mining center, via San Antonio in 1879.
In August 1881, the Socorro-White Oaks route was relocated to avoid
the deep sands of the previous road. Reported the Daily New Mexican,
"The journey which has heretofore been considered tedious and tiresome on account of dust or mud, will be more enjoyable and easier
made." At stake was the White Oaks trade, for which Socorro competed
with Las Vegas. It was expected that freighters could haul goods over
the Socorro road for one cent per pound, and the seventy-one mile
trip would only be half that to Las Vegas. 20 The stage also ran between
Socorro and the Magdalena mines. The trip to the Kelly cost $2.75 in
1883 and left Socorro on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:00
a.m. The stage returned to Socorro on alternate days at 4:00 p.m. When
Billing's smelter opened, the heavy ore loads and incessant travel cut
the Socorro-Magdalena road to pieces. An 1883 newspaper complained
that "every day the difficulty of travel increases."21
Agriculture remained an important but underdeveloped industry
throughout the boom period, although related businesses such as
wineries, flour mills, and a brewery flourished. Farmers could grow
almost anything in the Rio Grande Valley. Cotton, tobacco, alfalfa, oats,
18. Socorro Bullion, April 1, 1883, September 19, 1885.
19. William S. Wallace, "Stagecoaching in Territorial New Mexico," New Mexico Historical Review, 32 (April 1957), 204-5.
20. Daily New Mexican, August 16, 1881. EI Paso would enter and win the White
Oaks trade battle. The survey of a rail line from EI Paso discouraged the Santa Fe from
pursuing its own expansion to White Oaks. For a history of the EI Paso railroad, see G.
L. Seligman, "The EI Paso and Northeastern Railroad and its Economic Influence in New
Mexico" (master's thesis, New Mexico State University, 1958).
21. Socorro Sun, September 8, 1883; New Mexico Mountain Mail, September 24, 1983.
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rye, barley, cabbages, beets, onions, peppers, potatoes, and much other
produce was raised near Socorro, with wheat and corn the principal
crops. Orchards yielded apples, pears, peaches, plums, apricots, and
quinces, and grapes were the pride of the valley. 22
When Spanish friars established a mission among the Piro Indians
at Socorro in the 1600s, they introduced many of the fruits, vegetables
and cereals grown in the region. They also built a winery at Senecu,
ten miles south of Socorro. The Spanish were driven from New Mexico
in 1680, but when they resettled Socorro in 1816, winemaking must
have been revived. An 1855 visitor to Socorro described the luscious
grapes of the village and the wine and brandy produced. By the start
of the economic boom in 1880, vintners made thousands of barrels of
wine, which sold wholesale for a dollar per gallon. (A barrel held fortytwo gallons of wine.) The Mission grape was the most popular, but
Muscatels were also harvested. In 1883, 100,000 new grape vines were
planted at Polvadera, about ten miles north of Socorro. On land southeast of Socorro, Charles Davis planted 1,500 fruit trees and several
thousand grape vines in 1885. Local newspapers identified nearly a
dozen large-scale growers in the area during Socorro's boom years. In
good years the vines were prolific. Ambrosio Romero of San Antonio,
for example, sold four thousand pounds of grapes, harvested from 350
vines, in 1887. Grapes were often grown in large commercial plots,
though home vintners also flourished. 23
William Hammel and Adam Emig opened the Illinois Brewery in
Socorro in 1882. Initially a branch of an Illinois operation owned by
Hammel's father, Socorro's brewery sold beer shipped from Illinois as
well as its own brand, "Export Beer," made from water tqken from
Socorro Peak's hot spring. By 1886, the Socorro brewery was the largest
in the territory, and in 1887, the Hammel brothers, William and Jacob,
who had become sole owners of the business, added an ice plant to
the facility. 24
Local flour mills processed Socorro's grains. In 1885, the city's four
flour mills ground 54,200 bushels of wheat and 18,200 bushels of other
22. Socorro Sun, November 27, 1880; William G. Ritch, Illustrated New Mexico (Santa
Fe: Bureau of Immigration, 1885), 220-23.
23. For a history of wine-making in Socorro, see Phyllis O. Rieche, "Socorro's Vines
and Vintners," La Cr6nica de Nuevo Mexico, 22 (November 1985), 2; Socorro Sun, November
27, 1880.
24. A history of the brewery appeared in the Socorro Defensor Chieftain, March 17,
1983. See also Socorro Bullion, February 16 and September 11, 1886.
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grains, contributing $76,200 to Socorro's economy. (A bushel of wheat
weighed sixty pounds.) Daily capacity of the four mills combined was
450 bushels. The Golden Crown Flour Mill, built in 1892, brought new
technology to Socorro. Its steam-powered plant rendered the old, waterpowered mills obsolete. Up to twelve thousand pounds of flour could
be produced daily at the Crown Mill, and during the depression of the
1890s, the business became one of the city's most important. 25
With four million acres of grazing land, Socorro County also held
promise of becoming an important stock-raising area. In 1882, only
9,000 head of cattle were raised in the county; by 1885, the number
had grown to 70,000. The sheep industry, however, declined during
the same years, from 300,000 to 100,000. Ranchers blamed the low price
of wool for the decrease, but the Americanization of Socorro and of
New Mexico generally, encouraged a preference for beef over mutton
and contributed to the change. The Central Cattle Association of New
Mexico established its headquarters at Socorro, and Magdalena benefited from the cattle industry as well. 26
With the growth in cattle ranching came a boom in cattle rustling.
In 1882 a "Rustler War" broke out in southern New Mexico. John Kinney, reputed to be "one of the most desperate characters the authorities
had to deal with since Billy the Kid," headed a rustlers' confederation
that operated out of Rincon, Lake Valley, and White Oaks. 27 The band
systematically cleaned out the area from Socorro to the Mexican border,
two hundred miles south. Up to 10,000 head of cattle disappeared over
a two-year period and ended up in Arizona, Texas, or Mexico. Governor
Lionel Sheldon, in an effort to combat the lawlessness, gave unusual
powers to local militia units. Said Sheldon's general orders: "Whenever
any 'rustler,' 'cowboys,' or other desperadoes shall commit depredations upon the person or property of citizens, such commanding officers will at once pursue and capture such offenders, at any cost. ..."
The governor vowed to clean out the rustlers, "if it [took] every man
and dollar in New Mexico."28
Many militia units entered the battle and Kinney was captured by
25. Socorro Chieftain, March 3, 1899; "1885 Census of Manufacturers," Territorial
Archives, microfilm reel 42, schedule 3.
26. Ritch, Illustrated New Mexico, 224.
27. For a general history of the Rustler War, see Philip J. Rasch, "The Rustler War,"
New Mexico Historical Review, 39 (October 1964), 257-73. See also, Santa Fe Daily New
Mexican, February and April 1883.
28. Lionel A. Sheldon, General Orders No. 14, June 8, 1882, Territorial Archives,
microfilm reel 84, frame 352; Daily New Mexican, February 21, 1883.
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the Shakespeare Guards on March 7, 1883, in southwestern New Mexico. In April Kinney stood trial in Las Cruces with Governor Sheldon
and the whole territory eagerlyfollowing the proceedings. Kinney and
his lawyers tried to avoid prosecution, and Las Cruces Judge Warren
Bristol obligingly released Kinney from jail on $6,000 bond to Governor
Sheldon's amazement. Next came a motion for a change of venue, then
a motion for a continuance of the case. Kinney claimed that he had
been arrested without a warrant, talked to jurors he met on the street,
and was promptly returned to jail for contempt of court. Finally, Kinney's lawyers asked for a new trial because witnesses had been found
who would swear that Kinney had been in El Paso when the alleged
crimes had taken place. In a special maneuver, Kinney was tried on
only one count of cattle rustling. The jury convicted him, and Kinney
was fined $500 and served a five-year prison sentence in Leavenworth,
Kansas. Many other gang members were killed or captured and jailed.
Kinney's capture and the militia's activities had a limited impact
on rustling. To help stem the tide, the Socorro-based Central Cattle
Growers' Association offered rewards up to $500 for the arrest and
conviction of rustlers. Additionally, territorial law required that the
hides of killed stock had to be inspected for brands. Brands were published in local newspapers and recorded at the county courthouse to
help protect ranchers. 29
Before the boom, Socorro \Vas self-sufficient agriculturally and even
exported a surplus to Texas and other markets. With the sudden population growth during the boom, however, Socorro was forced to import
agricultural produce. By 1889, an estimated 90 percent of the flour,
butter, eggs, poultry, and vegetables consumed in Socorro County
came from Kansas by rail. The railroad also helped diversify Socorro's
diet by bringing immigrants from many cultures to the city and by
opening the area to the nation's food markets. "Fresh oysters received
daily," advertised the Palace Restaurant, while the Headquarters Saloon
featured "Swiss cheese, limburger, handkase, Holland herring, pigs'
feet, pigs' tongue, [and] rye bread." Prices of store-bought goods dropped
markedly as the railroad increased competition and brought lower freight
charges. 30

29. Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, February and April 1883; Black Range, January 2,
1885, July 2, 1886; Record of Brands, Socorro County Courthouse.
30. Ritch, Illustrated New Mexico, 220; Lockhart, "Flourishing Counties," 35; Socorro
Bullion, April 17 and 24, 1886.
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Service oriented businesses thrived as Socorro boomed. Banks provided an especially important service, supplying the money which
financed much of Socorro's growth. An interest rate of eighteen percent
prevailed, and private lenders charged 2 to 5 percent per month! Lawyers, many of whom specialized in mining law, flocked to the city, and
the post of city attorney was created. Doctors and dentists comforted
the sick and sore. Hotels, boarding houses, restaurants, and saloons
housed, fed, and helped entertain the populace. Barbers plied their
trade, charging fifty cents for a haircut and twenty-five cents for a
shave; some barbers also offered baths. Blacksmiths, saddle makers,
and wagon builders all contributed to Socorro's growth. Photographers
Edwin Bass and Joseph E. Smith advertised their trade and captured
forever many of the daily events and personalities of the boom. The
growing city attracted watchmakers, basketmakers, potters, and jewelers, and recreational businesses such as bowling alleys, a pool hall,
and a skating rink made their appearance. The hot spring at Socorro
Peak sported a bath house, bowling alley, and beer garden, and businessmen tried to promote Socorro as a health sanitarium. Two opera
houses were built in the 1880s and offered diverse events through the
years. 3l
In the expanding economy, there was work for all. Women ran
boarding houses, worked as seamstresses, cooks, laundresses, and
domestic servants, and, of course, taught school. Women also filled
positions of authority in the community. Mrs. Frances Garcia served
as proprietress of a lumber yard, and Mrs. Rufina Vigil de Abeytia was
a director for the Socorro County Bank. Meanwhile, the overwhelming
majority (78 percent) of the city's 37 Chinese residents worked in laundries, while others served as gardeners and cooks. In 1885, there was
one Chinese merchant. Nearly half of the 49 black workers in Socorro
were laborers, but blacks filled a wide range of occupations. Black
women worked as laundresses qnd dressmakers. Black men were
employed as cooks, servants, and barbers and also held skilled jobs in
carpentering, brick molding, quarrying, and mining. S. J. Thatcher, a
black preacher, found the city's 91 blacks an attractive mission field in
1885.32
31. For photographs of Socorro in the 1880s, see John DeWitt McKee and Spencer
Wilson, Socorro Photographer: Joseph Edward Smith, 1858-1936 (Socorro: Socorro County
Historical Society, 1974).
32. "Population Schedules," 1885 Census, Socorro County, Territorial Archives,
microfilm reel 42.
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Publications called for skilled laborers and mechanics to come to
Socorro. Carpenters and masons earned $5 per day, and unskilled
laborers received $2.50 in the early days of the boom. The 1885 census
provides detailed information on wages. Billing's smelter was by far
the largest single employer, with up to 250 men on the payroll. Skilled
smelter mechanics earned an average of $4 per day, while the unskilled
laborers made $2. Andy Naw and Harry Noak, wagon makers, paid
their top employees an average of $3.50 a day and ordinary labor,
$2.50. The city's highest wages were paid by tailor George Habernigg:
$5 for skilled workers; $3 for unskilled. Twenty manufacturers reported
a ten-hour work day, while employees at Hilton and Company, boot
and shoe makers, worked twelve hours. The flour mills paid somewhat
less than the other manufacturers. A top wage at three of the four mills
was $2; the bottom end of the scale ranged from $1 at the Vigil mill to
$2 at the Frets mill, which averaged $3 for its skilled employees.
Employees at three of the mills worked a twelve-hour day; the other
mill had a ten-hour day. 33
Socorro's economic prosperity lingered into the 1890s. Businessmen established a fireclay works, the Rio Grande Smelter was enlarged,
many new houses were built, two new banks opened in 1891, and a
newspaper opened in the city. The fireclay works, built from the Graphic
Smelter plant in 1891, was the only business of its kind in the Southwest. In July 1892, the plant provided one hundred fifty thousand bricks
for new school buildings in Socorro and one hundred thousand for the
Rio Grande Smelter. But the city's population was declining, indicating
the boom had passed. From the 1885 count of 4,047 people and an
estimated 5,000 population in 1887, the 1890 census showed only 2,295
residents in Socorro with an additional 398 living at Park City. 34
Passage of the Windom Bill in 1890, which raised duties paid on
certain grades of imported Mexican ore, and the agitation for the
demonitization of silver created an unstable silver market. The price
per ounce of silver fell from $1.05 in 1890 to seventy-eight cents in
1893. Silver's future looked bleak. Socorro's huge smelter was forced
to close in the summer of 1894, shattering Socorro's economy. Nearly
33. Chase, The Editor's Run, 136; "1885 Census of Manufacturers," Territorial Archives,
microfilm reel 42; Lockhart, "Flourishing Counties," 35.
34. Socorro Chieftain, December 25, 1891, July 22, 1892; Socorro EI Progreso, May 17,
1887. The city's population in 1890 was estimated at nearly 4,000 by the 1st Annual
Announcement for the School of Mines (Santa Fe: New Mexican Printing Company, 1893),
8.
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four hundred men lost their jobs at the smelter, and almost all of the
city's two hundred miners were forced to leave or find new jobs. 35
Socorro, which rivaled Albuquerque, Santa Fe, and Las Vegas in economic clout during its boom years, struggled to survive. Socorro would
live, but only in recent years has the town's population and economy
surpassed that of a hundred years ago.

35. O. P. Austin, U.S. Department of Commerce and Labor, Bureau of Statistics,
Statistical Abstract of the United States 1909 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing
Office, 1910), 565; Silver City Enterprise, June 15, 1894.

Spanish and Indian traditions combined with adobe architecture to create this
southwestern scene during the San Miguel Fiesta in Socorro in the early 1880s.
. With umbrellas unfolded against the hot sun overhead, the fiesta procession
winds its way north toward Old San Miguel Mission and school. Courtesy
Socorro Historical Society.

Socorro: A Photographic Essay
CHARLES E. RANKIN

Although Anglo-American culture and economic development came
to Socorro with silver mining and railroads in the early 1880s, the
community's multicultural roots were already well-established. Socorro,
a Spanish word meaning "help" or "aid," was given the area by Juan
de Onate when he and his band of colonizers passed through in 1598
and received food from the Piro Indians. Franciscans eventually established a mission church among the Piros but in 1680, Piro and Spaniard
alike fled south to EI Paso during the Pueblo Revolt. Not reestablished
until about 1816, Socorro grew slowly, hampered by Apache and Navajo
raiding.
Mining was known in the area as early as the 1840s, and a silver
strike was made in 1867, but only after the Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe Railroad arrived in 1880 did Socorro become one of the Southwest's
richest mining areas. The boom ended thirteen years later when silver
prices collapsed, but during the heyday hundreds of people flocked
to Socorro. One of them was Joseph E. Smith, photographer. Photographs for this essay, many taken by Smith, were generously provided
by Robert Eveleth .of the New Mexico Bureau of Mines and Spencer
Wilson of the Socorro Historical Society. Together, they portray a territorial boom town of trees and smelters, brick buildings and saloons
that grew up around the adobe, fiestas, and religious faith that made
the landscape unmistakably New Mexican.
Charles E. Rankin is assistant editor of the New Mexico Historical Review.
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With smoke from the Billing Smelter rising in the background, Socorro of the early 1880s already had begun to take shape
around a grid pattern of streets, stores, and warehouses. Trees planted by Dr. L. E. Kittrel, postmaster and dentist, dotted the
community's landscape and provided welcome shade. Courtesy Socorro Historical Society.
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Two hundred ox teams were required to bring ore to the Billing smelter, shown here at full blast in mid-1884, almost a year
after it began operation. The smelter's roaster stack and mine dumps are shown at right. This view looks almost due west.
Photograph taken by Joseph E. Smith and provided courtesy of Edward Smith and the New Mexico Bureau of Mines & Mineral
Resources.
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Smelting was serious business, as reflected in the face of this worker at the Billing smelter. Taken shortly
after the smelter opened in 1883, the photograph shows a slag cart after being cleaned of encrusted and
solidified material. Scaling bars and chisels like those leaning against the building at right were used to
keep the carts clean. Photograph taken by Joseph E. Smith and provided courtesy of Edward Smith and
the New Mexico Bureau of Mines & Mineral Resources.
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The Torrence Stamp Mill, shown here a year after it opened in 1881, reduced ores from the nearby Torrence Mine. Although
the stamp mill produced $175,000 in silver by 1883, falling ore grades, changing ownership, and losses of both silver and mercury
made the operation less than successful. Once located near present-day Interstate 25, the mill deposited mercury in the sands
beneath the structure in such quantity that old-timers told of being able to recover the liquid metal fairly easily well into the
twentieth century. Courtesy New Mexico Bureau of Mines & Mineral Resources.
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Juan Jose Baca's two-story house and store looms over the Corpus Christi Parade in Old Socorro plaza in the late 1880s. The
Baca building is one of the few landmarks other than trees to overshadow the predominantly one-story adobe architecture.
Courtesy Socorro Historical Society.
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With exception of the aproned proprietor in the doorway and the horse at right, just about everyone else who poured out of
the saloon to pose for the camera this sunny day kept his broad-brimmed hat snuggly in place. Located on the plaza, the saloon
operated between two meat markets, including the Blanchard Meat and Supply Co. at right. Courtesy Socorro Historical Society.
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Mining created the attraction to Socorro in the 1880s, but railroads made the town's boom possible by bringing people and
hauling heavy ores. Arriving on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad, visitors were first introduced to Socorro at the
depot, shown here east of the main line at lower right. The depot later replaced the Brown & Manzanares store, upper left.
This view, circa 1890, is due north. Photograph taken by Joseph E: Smith and provided courtesy of Edward Smith and the New
Mexico Bureau of Mines & Mineral Resources.
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Sightseers and canine friend pause for the photographer's lens alongside abandoned coke ovens at San Antonio. The installation,
managed by the San Pedro Coal & Coke Company, a subsidiary of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad, was no longer
in operation at the time the photograph was made, about 1895. Photograph taken by Joseph E. Smith and provided courtesy
of Edward Smith and the New Mexico Bureau of Mines & Mineral Resources.
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Almost any vertical space had billboard potential for patent medicine advertising, as evidenced in the foreground of this view
of Socorro. Taken by J. R. Riddle during the town's boom years, the photograph shows a mixture of stores, homes, hotels,
barns, schools, and churches sprawled across the Rio Grande valley. Courtesy Socorro Historical Society.
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By 1890, Socorro boasted permanency and institutional formality with this three-story, all-brick county courthouse. Trees, wide
streets, and a horse-drawn carriage in waiting made the setting complete. Designed by architect T. T. Tilley, the courthouse
survived until the 1930s, when it was razed. Courtesy Socorro Historical Society.
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Gilberto
Espinosa
Prize
1987

Robert A. Trennert, chair of Arizona State University's Department of History at
Tempe, Arizona, has received the 1987 Gilberto Espinosa Prize for the best article appearing
in volume 62 of the New Mexico Histprical Review. Trennert's article, "Fairs, Expositions,
and the Changing Image of the Southwestern Indians, 1876-1904," appeared in the April
1987 issue.
Born in South Gate, California, in 1937, Trennert holds a Ph.D. degree in history from
the University of California, Santa Barbara. Author of three books and many articles,
Trennert's research interests include Indian history, literature, and history of the Southwest. Among his publications are: Alternative to Extinction: Federal Indian Policy and the
Beginnings of the Reservation System, 1846-1851 (1975); Indian Traders on the Middle Border:
The House of Ewing, 1827-1854 (1981); and a forthcoming book, The Phoenix Indian School:
Forced Assimilation in Arizona, 1891-1935 (1988). In addition to the New Mexico Historical
Review, Trennert also has published in such scholarly journals as Western Historical Quarterly,
Pacific Historical Review, American Indian Quarterly, Journal of Social History, Arizona and the
West, and Journal of Arizona History. He also has received a variety of grants and honors
including three research grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities.
Gilberta Espinosa, researcher, writer, well-known New Mexico lawyer, and strong
supporter of New Mexico state history, served as a consultant to the New Mexico Historical
Review for many years. Following his death in 1983, Mr. Espinosa's family and friends
established the award in his honor. This is the fifth year for the award, which includes a
$100 prize. Previous winners are:)ohn O. Baxter; Michael C. Meyer; Robert M. Utley; and
Jake Spidle. Subscriptions to the New Mexico Historical Review, a scholarly journal edited
and published at the University of New Mexico, are $14 a year. For information on the
journal, or to subscribe, write New Mexico Historical Review, 1013 Mesa Vista, University
of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131, or call (505) 277-5839.
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The Rio Grande Bosque:
Ever Changing
DAN SCURLOCK

Throughout the Spanish-speaking world, a bosque refers to a
woodland, usually fringing a body of water. Here in New Mexico we
have come to know it as a relatively dense stand of deciduous treesprimarily mature valley cottonwood (Populus fremontii var. wislizenii)
with associated species such as willow (Salix spp.), Russian olive
(Elaeagnus angustifolia), and salt cedar or tamarisk (Tamarix pentandra}-growing on the flood plain of the Rio Grande. This bosque, which
actually extends from southern Colorado to southern Texas, is the most
extensive cottonwood woodland in the American Southwest. I
But has this bosque always existed? Has it always had the botanical
composition described above? The answer is no. Yet surprisingly, a
cottonwood bosque probably has existed along the Rio Grande for over
a million years, or back to the colder times of the early Pleistocene. 2
What this riparian forest looked like compared to the bosque seen by
the earliest humans in the valley about 11,000 years ago is unknown.
Dan Scurlock, a freelance cultural historian and naturalist, lives in Albuquerque's
North Valley. He organizes and teaches classes on native plants and is currently coauthoring a monograph on historical transportation in New Mexico.
1. Valerie C. Hink and Robert D. Ohmart, Middle Rio Grande Biological Survey (Tempe:
Center for Environmental Studies, Arizona State University, 1984), 1.
2. Donald Peterson, "Life in the Rio Grande Bosque," New Mexico Magazine, 64 (June
1986), 28-33.
.
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Arriving at the end of the last Ice Age, these Paleo-Indians probably
found stands of cottonwood and willow interspersed with extensive
marshes and swamps dominated by sedge (Carex species), bulrush
(Scirpus acutus), cattail (Typha latifolia), and salt grass (Distichlis spicata).
These Native Americans were nomadic hunters and gatherers who
moved in small bands up and down the valley and across the adjacent
grasslands and foothills in search of food animals and useful plants.
They may have burned portions of the bosque intentionally to drive
game into the. open. Some plant species were collected for food and
medicinal purposes; others were used in construction of shelter, tools,
weapons, and baskets. Because these small bands moved over such a
large territory, exploitation of a given location was relatively minimal,
and fauna and flora presumably recovered rapidly.
The first significant human impact on the bosque probably came
with clearing of valley woodland for agriculture between 1,500 and
2,000 years ago by the predecessors of the historic Pueblo Indians. 3 By
the time the first Europeans arrived in central New Mexico in 1540,
many large Native American farming villages extended along the valley
from present San Marcial to White Rock Canyon. Nearing present
Albuquerque, one of Don Francisco Vasquez de Coronado's chroniclers
described the setting in the earliest written description of the valley:
"This river of Nuestra Senora flows through a broad valley planted
with fields of maize and dotted with cottonwood groves. There are
twelve pueblos, whose houses are built of mud and are two storeys
high."4 Following Spanish colonization begun in 1598, more land was
cleared and more water was diverted from the Rio Grande for farming
by the growing European settlements along the river. Within two centuries an estimated 100,000 acres, mostly in the Rio Grande valley,
were in cultivation. 5
Beginning in the early nineteenth century, increasingly detailed
descriptions of the bosque environs were published. Pedro Bautista
Pino wrote in 1812: "This imposing Nile is, so to speak, the heart of
the territory, for the richest settlements are located on its banks, which
are truly picturesque. The variety of its luxuriant groves, the beautiful
forests that embellish it, the diverse perspectives presented by its vegas,
3. Richard B. Woodbury and Ezra B. W. Zubrow, "Agricultural Beginnings, 2000
500," in Alfonso Ortiz, ed., Handbook of North American Indians: Southwest (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1979),49:"'50.
4. Herbert Eugene Bolton, Coronado: Knight of Pueblos and Plains (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1964), 184.
5. Allan G. Harper, Andrew R. Cordova, and Kalervo Oberg, Man and Resources in
the Middle Rio Grande Valley (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1943), 52.
B.C.-A.D.
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which are cultivated by a multitude of laboring men, the infinite herds
that quench their thirst in its current, and the thousands of valuable
birds that live there ... make New Mexico, from the point of view,of
an observer, a place of true delight."6 In 1839, explorer and trader Josiah
Gregg commented less favorably on the condition of the bosque: "On
the water-courses there is little timber to be found except cottonwood,
scantily scattered along their banks. Those of the Rio del Norte are
now nearly bare throughout the whole range of the settlements, and
the inhabitants are forced to resort to the distant mountains for most
of their fuel."7
Frederick Adolphus Wislizenus, a German physician and naturalist, made what were perhaps the most detailed environmental observations of New Mexico in the mid-nineteenth century. Proceeding
downriver from Santa Fe in July 1846, Wislizenus found sagebrush
(Artemisia) and other shrubs but apparently little or no grass on the
sandy llano east of Albuquerque. Grasses here probably had already
been decimated by sheep. Moving back to the Rio Grande, he found
only a few cottonwoods from Albuquerque to Isleta Pueblo. Some five
miles below the pueblo, he mentioned "a fine grove of cotton trees,
called bosque...." On the east side of the Rio Grande, a few miles
below Casa Colorado, Wislizenus commented on the improved condition of the grasslands. Near La Joya he collected a creosotebush
specimen, and between Sabino and Parida he encountered mesquite
and soapweed yucca for the first time. 8
With the Anglo-American invasion of New Mexico in August 1846
carne a number of military contingents, which explored the Rio Grande
from Santa Fe downriver to Mexico. In September of that year Lieutenant W. H. Emory of the U.S. Topographical Engineers noted impressive stands of cottonwood along the Rio Grande beginning at Isleta
Pueblo and extending southward beyond the Bosque del Apache. 9 The
following October Lieutenant J. W. Abert of the same military unit did
not mention cottonwood in his journals until he was below Isleta.
6. H. Bailey Carroll and J. V. Haggard, eds, and trans" Three New Mexico Chronicles:
the Exposicion of Don Pedro Bautista Pino, 1812; the Ojeada of Lie. Antonio Barreiro, 1832; and
Don Agustin de Escudero, 1849 (Albuquerque: Quivira Society, 1942), 21.
7. Josiah Gregg, Commerce of the Prairies, (2 vols" New Canaan, Connecticut: Readex
Microprint Corporation, 1966), 1: 159.
8. F. A. Wislizenus, Memoir of a Tour to Northern Mexico Connected with Col. Doniphan's
Expedition in 1846 and 1847 (Glorieta, New Mexico: Rio Grande Press, 1969), 34-36.
9, Ross Calvin, ed., Lieutenant Emory Reports (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1968), 81-88.
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The Bosque was abundant when a ferry plied the Rio Grande at the turn of
the century near present-day Elephant Butte Reservoir. Photograph taken by
Henry A. Schmidt. Courtesy Special Collections, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico.

"From Joya we observed quite a change in the appearance of the country. The river banks are now heavily timbered with cotton wood," he
wrote. In the vicinity of Valverde he recorded cocklebur (Xanthium
strumarium), a plant introduced by the Spanish, and carrizo (Phragmites
communis), a tall reed-like grass that grew commonly along waterways
in the valley before extensive modifications of the flood plain in the
twentieth century. 10 Also in 1846, Henry Smith Turner noted the depletion of cottonwood and the efforts to preserve this species in the bosque
south of Albuquerque: "There is great difficulty in obtaining sufficient
fuel for cooking purposes-the men have to go to the distance of several
miles to obtain a handful of wood.... We occasionally see a grove of
cottonwood which is preserved with great care, as it furnishes the only
material with which casts for the whole country are made. These groves
are always private property."11
The next year, 1847, George Rutledge Gibson, traveling upriver,
found no firewood and very little grass for livestock from La Joya to
10. J. W. Abert, Abert's New Mexico Report, 1846-47 (Albuquerque: Horn and Wallace,
1962), 100, 119-20, 127.
11. Marc Simmons, Albuquerque: A Narrative History (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1982), 18-19.

DAN SCURLOCK

135

above Peralta. 12 W. W. H. Davis described the valley below Isleta in
1855: "About a mile below Doctor Connelly's we passed what is known
as the bosque, a large tract of fine timber, mostly cottonwood, something very rare in New Mexico. Wood is exceedingly scarce all over
the country. The valleys are generally bare of it.... The country is
said to have been well wooded when the Spaniards first settled it, but
in many parts it has been entirely cut off, and in some instances without
leaving even a tree for shade. liB
William Bell, in 1867, also noted that trees were scarce on the Rio
Grande flood plain from Albuquerque to Fort Craig. He attributed the
situation not only to human activity, but also, astutely, to meandering
of the river, which frequently changed course, resulting in cyclic
destruction and regeneration of cottonwood stands. Albuquerque writer
Harvey Fergusson described the same phenomenon in the early twentieth century.14 In those areas of the flood plain not altered extensively,
cottonwood-willow woodlands, small lakes (charcos) with associated
aquatic vegetation such as cattail and bulrush, and marshes (ciblegas)
with associated semi-aquatic vegetation such as rush (Juncus balticus),
sedge, salt grass, and yerba mansa (Anemopsis californica) dominated
the valley vegetation. Relatively wide (up to a mile), the Rio Grande
was a meandering, shallow river with numerous islands and sandbars.
Late spring or summer floods were frequent, some inundating the
entire flood plain. In part, periodic flooding maintained the riparian
communities. One obvious benefit of flooding on riparian vegetation,
especially the shallow-rooted cottonwood, is an increase in available
moisture. Another benefit is the deposition of rich, silt alluvium as a
prime habitat for the establishment of seedlings of pioneer tree species. ls
J. R. Watson published the first detailed botanical description of
the central Rio Grande in 1912. For the flood plain he described two
major floristic associations: (1) nearly pure stands of valley cottonwood
12. Robert W. Frazer, ed., Over the Chihuahua and Santa Fe Trails 1847-1848: George
Rutledge Gibson's Journal (Albuquerque: University of New MeXico Press, 1981), 35-36.
13. W. W. H. Davis, EI Gringo: or New Mexico and Her People (New York: Harper &
Brothers, 1857), 356.
14. William A. Bell, New Tracks in North America: A Journal of Travel and Adventure
Whilst Engaged in the Survey for a Southern Railroad to the Pacific Ocean During 1867-8
(Albuquerque: Horn and Wallace Publishers, 1965), 241-42; Hink and Ohmart, Middle
Rio Grande Biological Survey, 33-34, 66-67; Harvey Fergusson, Rio Grande (New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1931), 8.
15. Hink and Ohmart, Biological Survey, 33-34, 66-67; Marjorie Van Cleave, "Vegetative Changes in the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District" (master's thesis, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, 1935), 1, 6-11, 21, 23-24.
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with a scattering of willows, Baccharis, Senna, and sedge; and (2) a wet
meadowlike community of sedge, yerba mansa, Baccharis, common
sunflower (Helianthus annuus) and caftaigre (Rumex species). Watson
did not mention salt cedar or Russian olive as components of the
bosque, but noted that salt cedar was being planted in Albuquerque
as an ornamental. 16
Irrigated lands along the Rio Grande had increased to about 125,000
acres by 1880 with the arrival of Anglo farmers. Within a decade, this
acreage began to decrease sharply as the flood plain became waterlogged from extensive irrigation, recurring floods, and an aggrading
(building up) riverbed. This latter phenomenon was caused by an
increasing sediment load derived from overgrazed and intensively farmed
areas upstream being carried by a decreased flow in the Rio Grande.
The reduced flow resulted from an increased use of water for irrigation.
Thus, the channel of the Rio Grande began to aggrade rather than
downcut. As the bed of the river rose in elevation above the farmlands
on the flood plain, the associated water table rose to the surface in
many locations. Increased alkalinity of the soil, a condition which commonly develops in the Southwest as a result of intensive irrigation,
also had become a serious problem by the late 1800s. By 1896 cultivated
acreage had decreased to 50,000 acres, and in 1925 to 40,000 acres. 17
By the end of World War I, approximately two-thirds of the valley was
classified as alkaline, marsh, or sand hills dominated by sagebrush. 18
To alleviate these problems, the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy
District, which extended from present Cochiti Dam downriver to the
northern boundary of the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge,
was established in 1923. The district encompasses 277,760 acres, of
which 128,787 acres are irrigable. 19 Construction of flood control structures, drainage canals, levees, and a more complex irrigation system
was soon begun in the district, which mitigated major flooding, drainag~problems, and soil alkalinity. But other environmental problems
16. J. R. Watson, "Plant Geography of North-Central New Mexico," Botanical Gazette,
54 (July-December 1912), 199-200.
17. C. L. Forsling, "The Rio Grande Valley in New Mexico-Its Present and Future,"
Journal of Forestry 48 (September 1950), 439-41; Vincent C. Kelley, Albuquerque: Its Mountains, Valley, Water and Volcanoes (Socorro: New Mexico Bureau of Mines & Mineral Resources,
1982), 18-19.
18. Mary P. Davis, "Farming along the American Nile," Century Magazine, 2 (December 1982), 9-13.
19. Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, Development Statement for the Middle
Rio Grande Conservancy District (Albuquerque: Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments of New Mexico, 1980), 1-1, 1-3.
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This view along the Rio Grande below Rincon was captured by an illustrator
for Harper's New Monthly Magazine for an article on the Southwest in 1884.

resulted from changes in the hydrologic dynamics of the region. One
notable impact' was vegetative changes caused by a lowering of the
high water table in the Rio Grande valley. A lower water table resulted
from drainage projects undertaken by the conservancy district. All five
types of flood plain plant COIPIDunities identified by Marjorie Van Cleave
experienced varying degrees of environmental changes between 1923
and 1935. Two of these communities, lakes and swamps, virtually
disappeared, but remnant components survived along ditches and
drainage canals. Another association, wet meadows, was drying up.
Cottonwood and willow in the bosque and "fringing woodlands" (along
the edge of the river) were decreasing, while the recently introduced
salt cedar and Russian olive were increasing, especially in the southern
portion of the conservancy district. These two species, exotic phreatophytes, have deeper root systems and can tolerate higher soil alkalinity than cottonwood and willow. Increased alkalinity resulted as
darns and channelization ended periodic flooding, which had flushed
the alkali from river valley soils. 20 Native cottonwood, which requires
20. Van Cleave, "Vegetative Changes," 4-31, 42-44.
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a fairly high water table and periodic flooding for survival, began to
decrease.
Meanwhile, a number of introduced species invaded the bosque.
Nurserymen introduced salt cedar (tamarisk) from Eurasia into the
eastern United States in the early 1800s. The U.S. Department of Agriculture began cultivating salt cedar in the mid-nineteenth century and
by 1868 listed six species that had been established at the arboretum
in Washington, D.C. By this time, nurseries in California offered salt
cedar for sale, and it escaped from cultivation in the 1870s. 21 The earliest
report of salt cedar growth in New Mexico was in 1910 near Mesilla
Park. A few seedlings were reported growing on the delta of Lake
McMillan on the Pecos River. Some salt cedars were included in a
shipment of exotic plants which the City of Albuquerque and the U.S.
Forest Service purchased from the Stark Brothers Nursery in Missouri
in 1919. Within a few years seedlings were growing along the city's
irrigation ditches, and by the early 1930s, salt cedar invaded the bosque. 22 Thriving on increasing salinity and a continuing high silt load
of the Rio Grande and helped by planting along stream banks for
erosion control, the salt cedar spread dramatically. By 1947, it dominated 60,640 acres of the Rio Grande Valley and consumed an estimated
238,700 acre-feet of water. 23 In recent years salt cedar has become the
dominant species on portions of the Rio Grande flood plain, especially
south of Bernardo.
Russian olive was introduced at Mesilla about 1903. Within a decade
this species was being planted at several locations in the state. Seedlings
were reported growing on the flood plain in 1929 and by 1935, Russian
olive had become an important component of the bosque. Since 1960
Russian olive has been a major understory component of the valley
woodlands from Corrales to Belen. Salt cedar, which is shade intolerant,
does not appear to be increasing in the Albuquerque area except where
cottonwoods are cleared. On the other hand, Russian olive continues
to increase on the Rio Grande flood plain throughout the middle Rio
Grande valley. 24
21. T. W. Robinson, "Introduction, Spread, and Areal Extent of Salt Cedar (Tamarix)
in the Western States," Geological Survey Professional Paper 491-A (Washington, D.C.: U.S.
Geological Survey, 1965), A3-4.
22. Marcus Walton, "The Trees We Love to Hate: Elms," Albuquerque Journal, Impact,
7 (April 10, 1984), 4-9; Robinson, "Introduction, Spread, and Areal Extent," A5-7.
23. John Hay, "Upper Rio Grande: Embattled River," in C. Hodge and P. C. Duisberg,
eds., Aridity and Man (Washington, D.C.: American Association for the Advancement of
Science, 1963), 491-98.
24. Michael D. Freehling, Riparian Woodlands of the Middle Rio Grande Valley, New
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Another introduced species which has spread and invaded portions of the flood plain and uplands from plantings in regional towns
and cities is the Siberian elm (Ulmus pumila). In Albuquerque, the
Chamber of Commerce, the u.s. Forest Service, and the city purchased
several hundred exotic trees-among them American elms-to plant
in residential areas and public parks in 1919. Championed by Mayor
Clyde Tingley, the first Siberian elms soon followed in the late 1920s.
This species quickly escaped and became a prominent part of Albuquerque's treescape. 25
Spreading in disturbed areas in the bosque, but with less severe
ecological-economic consequences than salt cedar and Russian olive,
is the tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima). When it was introduced into
New Mexico has not been documented, but this native of China was
brought to Philadelphia in 1784 and to New York City in the early
1800s. 26 Spreading from both seeds and root suckers, the tree of heaven
is a rapid grower and is common around older homesites, on abandoned farmland, and along irrigation ditches.
Some might suggest that introducing exotics and other environmental and botanical changes caused by human activity in the prehistoric and historic periods are part of the natural evolution of the bosque.
These changes have included clearing of much of the woodland, diminished flooding, a lower water table, increased soil alkalinity, and introduction of highly adaptive, exotic plant species. As a result of these
impacts, the valley cottonwood and associated flood plain vegetation,
such as willow, cattail, bulrush, salt grass, sedge, and carrizo, have
decreased in density or, in some areas, have disappeared. In contrast,
two of the exotics introduced in the early twentieth century, salt cedar
and Russian olive, have increased dramatically and in some areas have
become the dominant species or have replaced the native species completely.
With continued incursion of these exotics, continued development
on and along the flood plain and increased recreational use, what is
the future of the bosque in New Mexico? In recent years a growing
government and public concern over this riparian greenbelt, especially
in and around Albuquerque, has resulted in establishment of the Rio
Mexico: A Study of Bird Populations and Vegetation with Special Reference to Russian-olive
(Elaeagnus angustifolia) (Albuquerque: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 1982), 10; Hink and
Ohmart, Middle Rio Grande Biological Survey, 7l.
25. Walton, "The Trees We Love to Hate," 6-8.
26. Edmund Newton, "Arboreal Riffraff or Ultimate Tree?" Audubon, 88 (July 1986),
12, 14, 16, 18-19.
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Grande Valley State Park, the Rio Grande Nature Center, and the Corrales Bosque Preserve. This is a good beginning, but how should these
and other areas of the bosque be managed, especially the vegetation?
Should the planting of exotics like Russian olive, which has been the
recent policy at the Rio Grande Nature Center, be continued? Or should
the exotics be removed and the indigenous species such as valley cottonwood and willow be proliferated by planting seedlings? Irrigation
flooding of these young plants probably would insure survival and
rapid growth.
Whatever management decisions are made now will determine
future changes in the constituent species of the bosque. Two results
seem likely. One, if no direct alteration of the bosque is attempted,
then the historical increase in the density and dominance of salt cedar
and Russian olive will continue until they become the climax vegetation
for the entire bosque. Or, second, valley cottonwood and willow species will be restored to their former dominance, an ecological condition
that has existed along the Rio Grande for at least a million years.

John Weinzirl: A Personal Search
for the Conquest of Tuberculosis
JUDITH R. JOHNSON

When first observing the New Mexican landscape, John Weinzirl
related that "a Wisconsin-born sees only the sandy clay soil sparsely
covered with sage brush, thorny mesquite brush and an occasional
cactus." At other times, he sees that "looking out the window the air
is filled with sand and fine dust. The mesa cannot be seen for indeed
a variable cloud of sand covers it."1 Like many other Americans at the
turn of the century, he had contracted pulmonary tuberculosis and left
Wisconsin in 1896 to seek a cure in the Southwest. The only recognized
treatment for the disease at the time was rest, proper nutrition, and
the unproven, but generally accepted, effects of a high, dry climate. 2
John Weinzirl was born in Eau Galle, Wisconsin, on September
10, 1870. He graduated from the River Falls State Normal School in
Judith R. Johnson is a part-time instructor for the University of New Mexico, Valencia
and the main campus and will accept appointment as assistant professor of history in
Wichita State University in fall 1988. Johnson holds master's and doctorate degrees in
history from the University of New Mexico and a bachelor's degree in nursing from the
University of Maryland. She served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Bolivia for two years
before moving to New Mexico in 1978.
1. Undated newspaper clipping, file 263, John Weinzirl Collection, Special Collections, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico.
2. Esmond R. Long, A History of the Therapy of Tuberculosis and the Case of Frederick
Chopin (Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 1956), 50.
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1893 and then taught at small elementary schools in River Falls and
Cedar Falls before beginning further studies at the University of Wisconsin. During the summer of 1893 he attended the World's Columbian
Exposition in Chicago. From there he wrote articles for the Durand,
Wisconsin, newspaper, The Entering Edge, in which he described the
sights and exhibits he had seen. 3 Already Weinzirl demonstrated a
facility for writing and an ability to articulate ideas that he later used
in scientific articles and lectures in the classroom.
Weinzirl graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 1896 with
a bachelor of science degree and wrote his first published paper in his
chosen field of bacteriology, "The Rise and Fall of Bacteria in Cheddar
Cheese," while still an undergraduate. 4 That summer (1896) he married,
and then worked as director of the Agriculture Experiment Station in
Geneva, New York. Weinzirl had made plans to return to the University
of Wisconsin in the fall to pursue an advanced degree in bacteriology
when he was stricken with tuberculosis. His misfortune caused him
to postpone graduate studies and seek a cure in a warmer climate.
Soon after his arrival in New Mexico in 1896, Weinzirl began studying the treatment of tuberculosis. In 1897 he accepted a teaching position at the University of New Mexico where, as an experienced researcher,
he helped establish the department of bacteriology. Because of his
disease, he developed a personal and academic interest in the research
of tuberculosis that remained with him for the rest of his life. He used
his skills as researcher and teacher to investigate its treatment and as
a writer to disseminate this information in many published articles.
Weinzirl was one of the many unsung scientists who worked to
unravel the secrets of tuberculosis. Although he never ranked with
Louis Pasteur or Robert Koch, Weinzirl's contributions were significant
because they provided a foundation for future investigations in treating
the disease. Progress in science, or more specifically, medicine, is rarely
achieved by individual, epoch-making discoveries. Instead it comes
from diligent, careful work like Weinzirl's.
Weinzirl is also important as one of New Mexico's early scientists.
Other health-seekers, such as Howard Raper and John Tombs, became
prominent in their respective fields of dentistry and public health. 5
3. Undated newspaper clipping, file 263, WeinzirI Collection.
4. John WeinzirI and H. L. Russell, "The Rise and Fall of Bacteria in Cheddar
Cheese," Centralblatt fur Bakteriologie, Parasitenkunde und Infektionskrankheiten, 3 (1897),
456-67.
5. "In Memorium," New Mexico Dental Journal, 29 (May 1978), 15; Myrtle Greenfield,
A History of Public Health in New Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1962), 13.
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The founders of one of the early sanitariums in Albuquerque used
Weinzirl's work to promote the city as a health resort. Weinzirl's contributions to New Mexico extend to the science courses he developed
at the university. As a teacher he provided practical experience by
encouraging his students to participate in his experiments with recording, interpreting, and evaluating scientific data. Soon after his arrival
in New Mexico, Weinzirl used his knowledge, experience, and ability
for organization to implement a more extensive science program at the
university.
At the end of the nineteenth century, tuberculosis was the leading
cause of death in the United States. 6 People of all ages and from all
walks of life suffered from it, but no specific treatment or cure had
been found. In 1882 Robert Koch of Germany discovered the bacillus
responsible for the disease, but the contagiousness of tuberculosis was
not clearly understood and recognized. Sanitariums in various parts
of the United States provided palliative treatment for tuberculosis patients
who could afford the cost, but there were few options for the majority
of sufferers. 7 Based on scientific studies, physicians recognized that
clean air, good food, and rest for the body augmented recovery and
benefited tuberculosis patients. In some cases a plan of treatment that
incorporated all these elements arrested the disease and allowed the
patient to continue working and living comfortably.
During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, doctors and
scientists regarded the western part of the United States as an area
beneficial to patients with pulmonary diseases. Medical practitioners
generally agreed that a dry climate enhanced recovery but disputed
the ability of high altitude to heal diseased lungs. Although research
failed to produce a definitive conclusion, advocates of the high altitude
theory continued to encourage patients with tuberculosis to migrate
to areas of high altitude, dry climate, and plenty of sunshine. 8 Albuquerque, which possessed all these qualifications, gained a reputation
as a health resort. 9 Beginning in 1880, the railroad provided fast and
6. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Abstract of the Twelfth
Census-1900: Vital Statistics (2 vols., Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office,
1902), 2: 179.
7. Long, Therapy of Tuberculosis, 51-52.
8. S. Edwin Solly, A Handbook of Medical Climatology (Philadelphia and New York:
Lea Brothers, 1897), 117-45.
9. Billy M. Jones, Health-seekers in the Southwest, 1817-1900 (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1967), 168. See also Jake W. Spidle, Jr., '''An Army of Tubercular
Invalids': New Mexico and the Birth of a Tuberculosis Industry," New Mexico Historical
Review, 61 (July 1986), 179-201. As late as 1896 Albuquerque lacked adequate hotel
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relatively easy access to Albuquerque. One of many who left his home
to become a New Mexico resident, Weinzirl had no friends in Albuquerque but chose it specifically for his health. He soon secured a
position at the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque. Although
the school lacked a separate department of bacteriology, administrators
appointed Weinzirl as' an assistant professor of biology. During the
1898-1899 academic year, he assumed additional responsibilities as
director of the Bacteriology Laboratory.
In the late 1890s, the University of New Mexico was small both in
terms of facilities and numbers of students. Within the science department, students studied the new field of bacteriology under Weinzirl's
guidance. He gave lecture courses and laboratory instruction and
instructed students in the methods of growing bacteria, obtaining pure
cultures, and finding new bacteria. During the early part of the first
year Weinzirl taught at the university, lack of proper equipment delayed
laboratory work, but gradually the institution acquired the necessary
tools and instruments. 1O Students attended an assembly every week
before classes, and members of the faculty frequently gave short talks
at these gatherings. Weinzirl participated in these events and at times
addressed the students on topics of a general nature. He was a popular
instructor and his talks were well received. At one such assembly in
1904, Weinzirl spoke on the quality and number of pleasures possible
to the cultivated mind. While some endeavors, suchas medicine, might
require extra effort, he noted, they might also be the most noble. That
same year, he discussed the science of bacteriology, a subject then only
thirty years old. Weinzirl stressed that scientists knew more about how
to prevent a disease than how to cure it, but believed that with continued research, bacteriology might provide answers to both cause and
treatment of diseases. ll In the classroom Weinzirl was a hard taskmaster, but well-liked by his students. He was a thoughtful man who
chose his words carefully before speaking. His students knew he was
demanding, but they also knew he readily praised those who worked
diligently. He involved many of his students in his scientific experiments during his tenure at the University of New Mexico because he
believed that practical experience was an excellent way to learn. Under
facilities for health-seekers. The first sanitarium, now known as St. Joseph's Hospital,
was established in 1902 by the Sisters of Charity.
10. Frank D. Reeve, "The History of the University of New Mexico" (master's thesis,
University of New Mexico, 1928), 28; Mirage, 1 (University of New Mexico, 1898), 31.
11. Reeve, "University of New Mexico," 227; Albuquerque Morning Journal, January
10, 1904, p. 6, December 7, 1904, p. 2.
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Bathed in the sunlight and fresh air
he believed helped relieve patients
of the ill effects of tuberculosis, John
Weinzirl pauses with colleagues on
porch steps at 416 South Arno Street,
Albuquerque, circa 1902. Courtesy
Special Collections, Zimmerman
Library, University of New Mexico.

his guidance students researched and wrote senior theses required for
graduation. 12
Once it was apparent that his own tuberculosis was under control,
Weinzirl began researching and writing on topics related to the climate
of Albuquerque and its possible effects on disease. Soon after his
appointment to the university in 1898, he helped prepare a questionnaire distributed to physicians in Albuquerque. In this survey, Weinzirl
requested doctors to give specific information about the physiological
conditions of their patients. Weinzirl used this information in his investigations of the influence of climate upon disease. For one of his first
publications, Weinzirl edited and completed in 1899 work begun by F.
S. Maltby, a physical education instructor at the university. This study
compiled Maltby's observations, which purported to show increased
lung capadty among young people in New Mexico. It questioned whether
this could account, in part, for the improved general health of tuberculosis patients after they had lived at a relatively high altitude for a
period of time. Although Weinzirl reached no d~finite answer, this
work marked the beginning of his scientific research on tuberculosis. 13
12. Interview with Mrs. Charles Paul (daughter of John Weinzirl), March 12, 1981;
Rose Harsch, "On the Source of Typhoid Fever at Albuquerque, New Mexico" (bachelor's
thesis, University of New Mexico, 1907), 1.
13. F. S. Maltby, "Some Observations on the Lung Capacity of the Young People
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He wanted to know why and how a person ill with lung disease benefited from a high, dry climate, and he devoted several years searching
for an answer.
Weinzirl recognized the need for more formal academic training
to continue research. His plans for an advanced degree in bacteriology
had been interrupted by his illness, but since his tuberculosis was in
an arrested state, he decided to continue his education and obtain an
advanced degree. In 1899 he earned a master's of science degree from
the University of Wisconsin where he wrote a thesis based on research
conducted in Albuquerque. Weinzirl continued to teach at the University of New Mexico and in 1900 became a professor of biology and
chemistry. 14
Meanwhile, the university organized the Hadley Climatological
Laboratory for research devoted to the "influence of the climate of the
area and plateau region of the United States upon disease." The Hadley
Science Hall, the second building constructed on the campus and financed
with money donated by Mrs. Walter C. Hadley as a memorial to her
husband, included a laboratory for scientific study of biological, chemical, physical, and physiological problems related to the climate of the
Southwest. The university's board of regents paid the salary of the
director, who was responsible for the performance and instruction of
others in climatological research. The university also encouraged and
supported publication of research findings in nationally recognized
journals. IS Weinzirl became director of the laboratory in 1903. He already
had published several articles dealing with the climate of New Mexico,
one of which, written in 1903 and titled "The Availability of New
Mexico's Climate for Outdoor Life," appeared in the Albuquerque Journal
Democrat. Specifically addressing this article to those who had come to
the Southwest for health reasons, Weinzirl concluded that New Mexico
had a remarkable climate and that the area provided an all-round, allyear opportunity for the invalid. Sunshine, dry atmosphere, plenty of
pure air, and considerable altitude, he wrote, all contributed to make
the area an ideal environment for the health-seeker. 16
That same year Weinzirl addressed a group celebrating the founding of the laboratory. His speech emphasized the work and investigations performed there and explained why he believed further research
Living in New Mexico," John WeinzirI, ed., University of New Mexico Bulletin Biological
Series, 2 (1899), 6.
14. R. M. Winger, "John WeinzirI," The Health Pilot, 17 (October 1935), 11.
15. Reeve, "University of New Mexico," 138, 149.
16. Albuquerque Journal Democrat, March 9, 1903.
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was necessary. To clarify this point, Weinzirl cited the discoveries of
Louis Pasteur in Paris and the work chemists were doing in Germany.
Each year scientists discovered new microorganisms, and it was through
research done in laboratories like Hadley that the bacterial relationship
to disease might be uncovered. Weinzirl also stressed the need for
scientists to investigate the causes of disease and eventually apply their
findings to effective treatments and cures. Weinzirl saw New Mexico's
climate as an important resource, but he suggested that little was actually
known about its benefits for health. Since half of the people living in
New Mexico (or, as he said, "one half of the so-called American population") came for health reasons, it was important to discover the
physiological factors responsible for the cure. Although he did not
mention it in his speech, Weinzirl was one of those who had come to
New Mexico in search of health and that his association with the Hadley
.Laboratory represented a personal as well as professional interest in
tuberculosis research. 17
Weinzirl continued at the University of New Mexico and as director
of the Hadley Laboratory until 1907, although in 1906 he took a leave
of absence to complete requirements for his doctorate at the University
of Wisconsin. In addition, he assumed a new responsibility as city
chemist for Albuquerque, which entailed analyzing the water supply
and milk from dairies within city limits for possible contamination. In
1907 physicians realized that Albuquerque had a much higher incidence
of typhoid fever than normal for a city of twelve thousand people.
Periodically examining water from both the city supply and from private wells, however, Weinzirl found them to be free of harmful bacteria. ls
Controversy arose when a news report on another bacteriological
survey conducted by Francis T. B. Fest, a prominent Las Vegas physician and former president of the New Mexico Medical Society, appeared
in the Albuquerque Morning Journal on September 5, 1906. The report
stated that typhoid bacillus contaminated milk produced at Matthew's,
a local dairy. Weinzirl refuted the results of Fest's survey in an answer
published by the Journal two days later, suggesting that perhaps the
original samples had been lost and were replaced with water from one
of the city's drainage ditches by a careless assistant. As city chemist,
Weinzirl never established the source of typhoid fever, but offered two
possible explanations. He noted that the imperfect sewage system that
17. Undated newspaper clipping, file 263, Weinzirl Collection.
18. Albuquerque Morning Journal, April 17, 1905; Harsch, "Source of Typhoid Fever,"
16.
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served only 25 percent of the population posed a potential threat to
the citizens. Flies, known to carry infection and present in large numbers in the city, were also a health hazard. Although Weinzirl shared
the concern of other health officials over the increased morbidity of
typhoid fever, his earlier chemical analyses of water in Albuquerque
and other New Mexican cities convinced him that water sources
throughout the territory rated excellent in terms of health standards
and taste. 19
City and teaching responsibilities did not distract Weinzirl from
his explorations into the effects of climate and altitude on health. He
continued to investigate the apparent relationship, performing many
experiments on it at the Hadley Laboratory. In his research on how
altitude affected blood cells, he discovered that the red blood cell count
of tuberculosis patients was higher than normal. At the time of his
study, two theories existed to explain this. One claimed that the count
was higher because of excessive tubercular toxin (or poison) absorption
by the blood. The other argued that it was because of the altitude. The
second seemed to Weinzirl more probable because of Albuquerque's
altitude, but his experiments revealed that above-normal counts were
not permanent. Instead, Weinzirl found that the increase occurred when
a person went from a lower to a higher altitude, that the increase was
sudden, that it could rise within a week or two, and that a return to
normal blood count was more gradual and might take a number of
weeks. These conclusions differed from the results of experiments on
blood changes done by others, except those of S. E. Solly of Colorado
Springs. Weinzirl claimed that other investigators had failed because
they did not trace the blood changes for a sufficient length of time. In
another paper published in 1903 and written with friend and co-worker
C. Edward Magnusson, Weinzirl concluded that an increased number
of red blood cells resulted largely from a change in temperature and
not from diminished barometric pressure, as was generally believed.
Weinzirl followed this hypothesis with another article published the
same year in the American Journal of Medical Science. Although he could
not prove it was the only factor, Weinzirl concluded that cold was an
important factor in accounting for blood changes at high altitudes. He
found that a fall in temperature produced the same effect as an increase
19. Albuquerque Morning Journal, September 5, September 7, 1906; Harsch, "Source
of Typhoid Fever," 16; John Weinzirl, "The Potable Waters of New Mexico with Special
Reference to the City Water Supply," University of New Mexico Bulletin Biological Series, 2
(June 1905), 27.
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in altitude, and also that winter counts were, as a rule, higher than
counts made in summer. 20
Taking a new direction in 1905, Weinzirl shifted his study to experiments on the dryness of New Mexico's climate. Despite a new focus,
his research still focused on tuberculosis and why those who came to
the Southwest experienced improved health. In 1905, he again wrote
an article directed at the health-seekers, urging them to take advantage
of New Mexico's dryness and abundant sunshine. He claimed that
patients found the secret to the "climate cure" when they spent a great
deal of time in the "pure, fresh, outdoor air." The deep inhalation of
this air allowed more oxygen to enter the lungs and blood so that
greater oxidation of the tissues occurred and contributed to increased
exhalation of carbon monoxide. While this was possible in a moist
climate, Weinzirl noted that Albuquerque's dry climate allowed patients
outside more often without a loss of body heat. 21
At the end of 1906, Weinzirl attended a meeting of the American
Public Health Association in Mexico City and presented a paper titled
"The Influence of Light on Bacteria," which he later published after
more research. In that paper Weinzirl demonstrated that sunlight was
a powerful germicidal agent and, therefore, a more important hygienic
factor than previously considered. Reaching these conclusions by an
improved method of testing, he noted that if bacteria were placed
within or covered with glass, the glass absorbed and reflected a considerable portion of the sun's effective rays. By placing the culture on
glass or paper and exposing it directly to the sun, the non-sporing
bacteria, including bacillus tuberculosis, died in two to ten minutes, a
relatively short time. Weinzirl also used this research for his dissertation, completed in 1906. 22
One of the last investigations that Dr. Weinzirl carried out before
he left the University of New Mexico again related to climate as a cure
for tuberculosis. His observations and experiments led him to conclude
that the
20. John Weinzirl, "The Effect of Altitude upon the Blood," University of New Mexico
Bulletin Biologicai Series, 2 (1900), 16; John Weinzirl and C. Edward Magnusson, "Further
Observations on Increased Blood Counts Due to High Altitude," University of New Mexico
Bulletin Biological Series, 2 (May 1903), 11; John WeinzirI, "Cold as a Causal Factor in the
Blood Changes Due to High Altitude," American Journal of Medical Science, 126 (August
1903), 299.
21. John Weinzirl, "Evaporation from Water Surface," University of New Mexico Bulletin Biological Series, 2 (June 1905), 12.
22. UNM Weekly, November 24, 1906, file 236, Weinzirl Collection; John WeinzirI,
"The Action of Sunlight upon Bacteria with Special Reference to B. Tuberculosis," University of New Mexico Bulletin Biological Series, 2 (1907), 152.
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The University of New Mexico Bacteriological Laboratory in May 1903, where John Weinzirl attempted
to unlock the secrets of tuberculosis, a disease he came to New Mexico to escape himself. Courtesy
Special Collections, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico.
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cure consists essentially in the stimulation afforded to the body
by the daily variation in temperature; altitude, dryness, and sunlight are important mainly as being instrumental in causing this
daily variation. These factors exercise a certain hygienic influence,
but the temperature change produces a true physiological reaction.
Incidentally, the variation in temperature affords cool nights with
accompanying refreshing sleep. Together, these two factors' afford
a patient a vantage ground from which to wage a more successful
combat against the forces of the disease. 23
Weinzirl left the University of New Mexico in 1907 to accept a
teaching position at the University of Washington. According to his
daughter-in-law, his primary reason for leaving was to increase his
salary. Also influencing his decision was the presence in Washington
of his friend, C. Edward Magnusson, with whom he had worked at
the University of New Mexico. 24 An additional reason for WeinzirI's
departure is suggested in an article concerning the Hadley Climatological Laboratory published in the Albuquerque Morning Journal, which
claimed that the laboratory lacked proper funds to conduct experiments
for the advancement of science. Founders of the laboratory envisioned
not only classroom instruction but also promotion of research in climate, especially with regard to tuberculosis. During eight years of
operation, however, the administrators allocated less than one thousand dollars for research. Scientists working for the laboratory published some important papers, but because of inadequate funds the
future looked dim for what had been a promising venture. Although
his wife's health was the reason he gave in his resignation to the
University of New Mexico, lack of research money almost surely was
a factor in WeinzirI's decision to transfer to Washington. 25
With his resignation from the University of New Mexico, Weinzirl
ended a phase of his life that had begun with an unforeseen and
possibly calamitous event; but it culminated in professional advancement and recognition. Weinzirl accepted his illness, sought a cure in
a strange land, and took advantage of the situation to become a recognized expert in tuberculosis research. He helped develop the Bacteriology Department at the University of New Mexico, researched and
published in several areas within his field, and contributed to the
23. John Weinzirl, "The Action of a High Dry Climate in the Cure of Tuberculosis,"
University of New Mexico Bulletin Biological Series, 2 (June 1908), 14.
24. Interview with Mrs. Adolph Weinzirl, March 10, 1981.
25. Albuquerque Morning Journal, January 20, 1907; Reeve, "University of New Mexico," 41.
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growth and health of Albuquerque with his work as city chemist. On
September 3, 1907, the Albuquerque City Council passed a resolution
comme·nding him for his work, noting that "by his untiring zeal and
energy in original research in the fields of bacteriology and climatology
... he has made several important discoveries which will benefit mankind." The council accepted his resignation as city chemist "with regret"
and acknowledged that in his departure, the city had lost "a highly
efficient and satisfactory officer."26
In fall 1907, Weinzirl began a new phase of his career at the University of Washington. He continued to teach and became an active
participant in the newly established Washington Anti-Tuberculosis
League. His move to Washington also marked a shift in research emphasis
from the treatment of tuberculosis to its prevention. Appointed assistant professor of bacteriology when he first arrived, Weinzirl was promoted to associate professor in 1909 and reached the rank of professor
in 1912. In addition to his responsibilities at the university, Weinzirl
participated in the incorporation of the Anti-Tuberculosis League of
King County, Washington, in 1909. This organization eventually became
part of the Washington Tuberculosis Association, forerunner of the
present-day Washington Lung Association. At first, Weinzirl served
the league as a trustee, an elected position. His term of office lasted
one year, but he remained an elected official in consecutive years and
served as secretary in the mid-1920s. He remained in the organization
until the time of his death in 1935. 27
In 1909 and 1910, soon after the organization's incorporation,
members of the Anti-Tuberculosis League discussed plans for building
a sanitarium in Seattle. Weinzirl participated in these studies and volunteered to serve on the sanitarium committee, based on his experience
with tuberculosis treatment in New Mexico. The league received money
appropriated by the City of Seattle and by King County. In the league's
early months, Weinzirl chaired a committee delegated to find a suitable
location for an office and headquarters within the city. Eventually the
league secured money to construct a bUilding for meetings and work
related to tuberculosis. The basement of the building served as an outpatient department for tuberculosis patients. 28 By 1915 Weinzirl urged
26. Certificate from City of Albuquerque, file 263, Weinzirl Collection.
27. Washington Tuberculosis Association, "Annual Meeting Minutes," June 1926,
Seattle, Washington.
28. Anti-Tuberculosis League of King County (Washington), "Minutes of Annual
Meeting," October 14, 1910, Seattle, Washington.
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the league to merge or work together with the Red Cross Seal Tuberculosis Bureau and other citizen's groups to avoid duplicating functions. Later that same year, the league approved a proposal to join a
federation of other charitable agencies in Seattle.
A setback to construction and maintenance of a league sanitarium
occurred in 1910 when the Supreme Court of Washington ruled that
sanitariums were a nuisance and prevented their establishment in residential areas. Disappointed with this ruling, the league contemplated
a concerted effort to reverse the decision by all voluntary groups in
the city working for the prevention and treatment of tuberculosis.
Instead, the league and the Red Cross Seal Tuberculosis Bureau eventually consolidated their membership into one organization, alld together
they built and maintained a sanitarium on the outskirts of city residential sections. 29 As a member of the Board of Trustees, Weinzirl
participated actively in these achievements.
Weinzirl continued his research while at the University of Washington, investigating the bacteriology of foods and water in addition
to work in tuberculosis. In 1916 he published a paper on the Seattle
water supply. He concluded that it was safe from a bacteriological
standpoint, but suggested ways the city might prevent accidental contamination. 3D In 1917 Weinzirl took a leave of absence from the University of Washington for further study of bacteriology at the Harvard
Medical School in Boston. While there he obtained a doctorate in public
health. A member of the American Public Health Association since 1906,
he was elected a charter fellow in 1922 in recognition of his work in
bacteriology. 31
Still, Weinzirl pursued tuberculosis research. In 1924 a gift of $100,000
made possible the creation of the McDermott Foundation in the University of Washington. Established specifically for research in tuberculosis, the foundation emphasized cure and prevention rather than
treatment. 32 Weinzirl, immediately made director, devoted time and
effort to studying the fundamental biology of tubercle bacillus, although
his main efforts were aimed at finding a way to desensitize people to
29. Washington Lung Association, "A Short History of the Tuberculosis and Respiratory Disease Association of King County"; Anti-Tuberculosis League of King County,
"Minutes," March 30, 1916, Seattle, Washington.
30. John Weinzirl, "The Seattle Water Supply," The Journal of Industrial and Engineering
Chemistry, 8 (April 1916), 369-71.
31. Reginald M. Atwater, "John Weinzirl: An Appreciation," The Health Pilot, 17
(October 1935), 4.
32. R. M. Winger, "John Weinzirl," 11.
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the bacteria of tuberculosis. 33 Weinzirl described this research in three
publications in 1931 and 1932. 34 He successfully desensitized tubercular
guinea pigs to poisons produced by the tuberculosis bacilli within their
bodies. He carried out his experiments by injecting the guinea pigs
with increasingly potent doses of tuberculin, which caused the animals
to become tolerant to the poison over time. He hoped such research
could be applied to humans and eventually be used in the treatment
and cure of tuberculosis. Unfortunately, his research never extended
beyond investigations involving animals.
John Weinzirl died on June 26, 1935, in Seattle, Washington, after
a short illness that was sudden and unrelated to tuberculosis. At the
time of his death he was working on a textbook on bacteriology for
medical students, one of his many contributions to science. Weinzirl
published more than forty-five articles related to tuberculosis and bacteriology, and his research made him a well-known, respected scientist
in these fields. But recognition by his professional peers was not his
only motivation. Equally important to Weinzirl were teaching and
inspiring others to search for new answers in bacteriology. At the
University of New Mexico, Weinzirl introduced new science courses,
inspired students to investigate bacteriology, and contributed to the
development and recognition of the university. As a member of the
Washington Tuberculosis Association, Weinzirl represented that organization at national conferences. He believed that the conquest of tuberculosis depended not only on working scientists like himself but also
on active community support of sanitariums for treatment and registration of new cases. Weinzirl believed that nurses played an important
role in community efforts, and he encouraged the study of public health
nursing at the university level.
Despite Weinzirl's many contributions, tuberculosis was not controlled until 1944 with discovery of streptomycin, an antibiotic that
became available to the general public in 1947. With the discoveries of
para-aminosalicylic acid (PAS) and isonicotinic acid hydrazide (lNH)
in 1952, which augmented the effects of streptomycin, the mortality
rate of tuberculosis declined rapidly.35 A cure was found, but the search
for a completely preventive vaccination continues.
33. To achieve desensitization, repeated injections of the infecting agent are administered and each reaction becomes less severe. When there is no reaction, the patient is
desensitized.
34. These articles may be reviewed in: The American Review of Tuberculosis, 23 (January-June 1931), 393; Tubercle, 12 (August 1931), 488; and Tubercle, 14 (June 1933), 398.
35. Godias J. Drolet and Anthony M. LoweIl~ "Whereto Tuberculosis?" The American
Review of Tuberculosis and Pulmonary Diseases, 72 (October 1955), 420-50.
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Like many Americans in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, Weinzirl migrated west to improve his health. Once his health
was restored, he began an investigation of tuberculosis that he continued for the rest of his life. As teacher, writer, and academic explorer,
Weinzirl created a basis for future expansion of the University of New
Mexico's science program. As academician and pioneer researcher,
Weinzirl established an honorable place for himself in the annals of
New Mexico's health industry and played a significant part in the
development of the state's tuberculosis industry.
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To the Inland Empire: Coronado and Our Spanish Legacy. By Stewart L. Udall.
(Garden City, New York: Doubleday and Company, 1987. xviii + 222 pp.
Illustrations, maps, tables, index. $30.00.)

Coronado and Our Spanish Legacy:
A Review Essay
JOSEPH P. SANCHEZ

Once in a great while a book like To the Inland Empire: Coronado and
Our Spanish Legacy comes along to add much-needed perspective to
historical interpretations of our colonial past. Stewart Udall, former
Secretary of the Interior, has written an impressionable yet perceptive
narration of a complex subject, the historiographical underpinnings of
Spanish colonial history in the Southwest.!
.
Writing with deceptive simplicity, Udall focuses his examination
on the Coronado Expedition, 1540-1542, "because missing pieces of
us." The missing pieces include:. not only
evidence continue to tantalize
.
.(

Joseph P. Sanchez is director of the Spanish Colonial Research Center, a joint National
Park Service-University of New Mexico project, established for the Christopher Columbus Quincentenary in 1992. He is author of The Rio Abajo Frontier, 1540-1692: A History
of Early Colonial New Mexico (Albuquerque: Albuquerque Museum Monograph Series,
1988), and several studies on the Spanish frontiers of Texas, Arizona, California, and
Alaska.
1. For works on Coronado, see Herbert E. Bolton, Coronado, Knight of Pueblos and
Plains (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1949). Fray Angelico Chavez,
Coronado's Friars (Washington, D.C.: Academy of American Franciscans, 1968). George
P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, Narratives of the Coronado Expedition, 1540-1542 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1940). George P. Winship, The Journey of

Coronado, 1540-1542. From the City of Mexico to the Grand Canyon of the Colorado and the
Buffalo Plains of Texas, Kansas and Nebraska (New York: A. S. Barnes & Company, 1904).
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documents still to be discovered in Spanish and Mexican archives concerning Francisco Vasquez de Coronado's mission and unknown segments of the trail followed by the sixteenth-century explorers, but also
the veil of misunderstanding that shrouds our perceptions regarding
the Spanish colonial experience in our national history. Udall reminds
historians to strike for balance in relating the history of our Hispanic
forefathers who explored the heartland of Mid-America and settled on
its periphery long before Jamestown existed.
In his first chapter, titled "Growing Up Along Coronado's Trail,"
Udall recounts how his life-long study of Coronado's route has influenced his appreciation and understanding of history, culture, and institutions. Of the first time he heard of Coronado, Udall recalls, "1 was
six when I went with my father ... to witness the 'grand opening' of
... the 'Coronado Trail.'" The revelation that the 1540 expedition passed
by his hometown of S1. Johns, Arizona, on its quest to find the Seven
Cities of Gold sparked a curiosity in the young Udall that kindled his
later scholarly dedication to Spanish colonial history and the period
of discovery. While his devotion to finding the true story of Coronado
became the anvil upon which he would test the metal of his convictions,
the insights he gained from living at S1. Johns as a member of an
unpopular sect of Mormons served as the hammer. Between hammer
and anvil, Udall shaped a well-balanced and sober view of Southwest
history and culture from which he developed his thesis.
Udall's thesis is that Spanish colonial history and culture, which
comprise a significant element of our national story, have been distorted and almost obliterated. The formulation of Udall's thesis represents a fascinating coming together of ideas. He writes, "The Mormons
were outcasts because of their religious tenets, and the Spaniards were
doubly despised by newcomers because of their blood and their religion."To Udall, S1. Johns became an intriguing window
the past
because the Mormons and Hispanics of S1. Johns "had stories to tell
that refuted legends and 'histories' popularized in the East by the white
Anglo-Saxon Protestants who were running the country."
Udall tested some of his ideas regarding the Coronado Trail in his
first study titled "In Coronado's Footsteps," which appeared in the
April 1984 issue of Arizona Highways. That issue is devoted entirely to
a series of interpretive essays on the Coronado Trail where it passes
through eastern Arizona from Mexico to New Mexico. Later, in January
1988, Arizona Highways published Udall's "Thoughts on our Spanish
Legacy," which is adapted from To the Inland Empire. In it Udall focuses
on the historical development of anti-Hispanic biases embodied in the
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Spanish Black Legend. To the Inland Empire goes beyond the two publications in perspective and historiography.
In his careful examination of trends in the historical literature of
the United States, the author builds upon schools of history that express
the theme of the "winning of the West." The ethnocentricity of the
theme has clouded our national perceptions about who we are as a
nation. Given our common Western European and colonial backgrounds, which hilVe intermingled with the Native American heritage,
to be an American in New England is not unlike being an American
in the Southwest. The author, however, contends that "the winning
of the West thesis" has become a "WASP article of faith," which has
accentuated differences rather than similarities. The theme, furthermore, has permeated our history and has distorted our national self
image.
The poignancy of the 51. Johns story is that the inhabitants "acted
from a script of intolerance written by others," and missed opportunities to become true neighbors. Conceding the failure to understand
and appreciate each other's rich strands of history, Udall, writes: "In
51. Johns, neighborliness had to wait." The national trends that afflicted
St. Johns bore down upon the Hispanic inhabitants, the small Mormon
enclave and, finally on th.e Udall family itself. After 51. Johns underwent
troublous times, which resulted in political trials, Bishop David K.
Udall, founder of Mormon 51. Johns, was railroaded to a federal prison
in Detroit. Meanwhile, semisegregated 51. Johns with separate schools
and little social interaction became the victim of a certain ethnocentric
wave that cou,rsed through America in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth cenhhies.
From this background, Udall reaches out to remind us that the
Christopher Columbus Quincentennial in 1992 offers an opportunity
to reflect on the common heritage of the Americas. Not only will Western Europe and the Americas focus on the five-hundredth year since
Columbus' landfall, the Southwest will celebrate a Hispanic heritage
that began when AlvarNtifiez Cabeza de Vaca and his three comrades
trekked across Texas and southern New Mexico in the middle 1530s.
Hardly forty-eight years h<:td passed since Columbus' landing when
members 9f Coronado's expedition under Hernando de Alvarado first
stood on the banks of the Rio Grande within the city limits of presentday Albuquerque. The Quincentennial is not without its tribute to
Native Americans either, for they are the first Americans. It is a truism
that nearly all "discoveries" in the Americas by the Europeans were
made with Indian guides and on Indian foot trails. In the spirit of the
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encuentro entre dos mundos (encounter between two worlds), the Quincentennial should also serve to extol the virtues of America's true pioneers
who, before the coming of Europeans, made their homes, raised their
children, and died in pre-Columbian America. It is that sort of fair play
that inspires the kind of objectivity Udall encourages.
Central to Udall's thesis is the question, "Why have we been so
grudging in acknowledging contributions made in the dawn years of
our history by people with Spanish surnames?" In 1971, Philip Wayne
Powell published the first major English response to a similar question.
In Tree of Hate: Propaganda and Prejudices Affecting United States Relations
with the Hispanic World, Powell explains that the anti-Hispanic propaganda of the past by English, Dutch, French, and German rivals of
Spain resulted in negative stereotypes still used in the twentieth century to discredit Hispanics and their contributions to the march of
Western Civilization. 2 In 1604, Francisco Gomes de Quevedo y Villegas
wrote Espana Defendida in which he pointed out that anti-Spanish propaganda and misconceptions were deeply rooted in the lore of Protestant
Europe. 3 More than three hundred years later, in 1912, Julian Juderias,
a Spanish intellectual and journalist, observed that anti-Spanish misconceptions had continued to develop unabated long after their usefulness as propaganda had been served. Juderias argued that antiSpanish, indeed, anti-Hispanic distortions in both Europe and the
Americas, constituted a leyenda negra-a black legend. 4 By the late 1960s,
decades after Juderias had coined the term "Black Legend," Chicano
academicians in the United States sought to understand historical antiHispanic attitudes which continued to affect public policies at home
and foreign relations with Spain and Latin America. They concluded
the Black Legend had resulted in beliefs that Hispanics were inherently
evil. The centuries-old anti-Spanish propaganda had developed a folkloristic nature of its own with far-reaching effects, and it had created
a false stereotype of Hispanics. s
Udall goes a step further in his analysis of the Black Legend by
demonstrating the role of Richard Hakluyt as propagandist for a greater
England during the 1590s. Hakluyt's "histories" glorified English
2. Philip Wayne Powell, Tree of Hate: Propaganda and Prejudices affecting United States
Relations with the Hispanic World (New York: Basic Books, 1971).
3. Julian Juderias y Loyot, Don Francisco Gomes de Quevedo y Villegas: La Epoca, el
Hombre, las Doctrinas (Madrid: N. p., 1922).
4. Julian }uderias y Loyot, La Leyenda Negra: Estudios acerca del Concepto de Espana en
el Extranjero (Madrid: N.p., 1912).
5. Joseph P. Sanchez, The Spanish Black Legend: Origins of Anti-Hispanic Stereotypes
(Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, 1986), 1.
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accomplishments and ignored Spanish deeds. Hakluyt, Udall writes,
"altered the outlines of sixteenth century history by muddling events,
dates, and the deeds of individual nations. This flip-of-the-wrist technique so jumbled the two halves of the sixteenth century that Spain's
age of discovery was only dimly discernible."
From Hakluyt to George Bancroft, Richard Hildreth, John Lothrop
Motley, Francis Parkman, John Gorham Palfrey, Jared Sparks, Walter
Prescott Webb, and others, the anti-Hispanic school has reverberated
in our historical literature and has permeated our educational system.
In a 1987 article, "Europeans, Indians, and the Age of Discovery in
American History Textbooks," James Axtell critiqued textbook writers
and publishers of American history and exposed their disregard for
the role of the Hispanic experience in our nation's development. 6 William H. McNeil offered an admonition to historians who persist in
myth making in a 1986 article. He wrote: "Historians, by helping to
define 'us' and 'them,' playa considerable part in focusing love and
hate, the two principal cements of collective behavior known to humanity. But myth making for rival groups has become a dangerous game
in the atomic age, and we may weB ask whether there is any alternative
open to US.,,7 While the anti-Spanish propagandists of the sixteenth
century indulged their immediate nationalistic needs, they also clouded
the intel1ectual and popular thought of the English speaking world far
beyond their generations and culture. To the Inland Empire offers a universal message to the truth-seeking mythographer, as McNeil refers to
the wise historian: seek balance.
Yet Clio's judgment of human affairs is undeniable. Despite the fabricated past contrived by the anti-Hispanicist writers, the role of Hispanic frontiersmen, whose deeds complement those of Daniel Boone,
Davy Crockett, John Colter and others, are yet to be discovered for
our national story to be complete. Spanish frontiersmen, among them
Francisco Rendon, Facundo Melgares, and Francisco Almangual await
biographers and induction into the pantheon of North America's heroic
past. Albeit great historians, among them Herbert E. Bolton, Carlos E.
Castaneda, France V. Scholes, Philip Wayne Powell, Benjamin Keene,
Lino Gomes Canedo, and Lewis Hanke, have paved a wide scholarly
path, the Spanish colonial story awaits its Parkman.
6. James Axtell, "Europeans, Indians, and·the Age of Discovery in American History
Textbooks," American Historical Review, 92 (June 1987), 621-32.
7. William H. McNeil, "Mythistory, or Truth, Myth, History and Historians," American Historical Review, 91 (February 1986), 7.
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Any review of To the Inland Empire would be remiss if the professional photography of Jerry Jacka were not discussed. The beautiful
panoramic vistas of Coronado's route captured by Jacka's camera are
an outstanding contribution for future generations to enjoy. Jacka, one
of America's foremost landscape photographers, has created an unrivaled collection of Coronadoscapes; On the eve of future development
of the Southwest, Jacka's photographic essay views the Coronado trail
in its pristine glory. We hope that known portions of the trail will one
day be marked and preserved. Udall and Jacka have combined to produce a verbal and pictorial choric statement about the meaning of our
Spanish colonial past in the Southwest.

Letters to the Editor

The editor welcomes correspondence regarding essays and book
reviews published in this journal or concerning issues pertinent to New
Mexico history. Letters to the editor are published exactly as they are
received.

Dear editor:
I have read Victor Westphall's "Thomas Benton Catron: A Historical Defense" in your January issue with much interest because I believe
Catron was the most admirable of all the leaders of the Santa Fe Ring.
That clique of highly educated and experienced lawyers were Presidential appointees to all top political offices in New Mexico at a time
that remote Territory was being ruled from Washington on a colonial
basis. My admiration for Catron is based primarily on his combat record
with the Confederate Army during the Civil War. Other Ring leaders
lacked such a record in that fierce conflict which certainly separated
the men from the boys.
However, I am convinced by much documentary evidence that
the Santa Fe Ring was the most corrupt political clique in the nation's
history, and that present-day historians are just beginning to scratch
the surface of the Ring's great cover-up of their crimes.
163
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Over a century ago a federal investigator, Frank Warner Angel,
did a superb job in exposing the Ring's crimes in a report to President
Rutherford B. Hayes and certain members of his cabinet. As a result,
New Mexico's Governor S. B. Axtell was sacked and several other Ring
leaders resigned, including T. B. Catron, the U.s. Attorney.
But such was the power of those who supported the Ring, railroad
financiers who eventually became known as Robber Barons, that earlier
Ring cover-ups were compounded into "The Great Cover-up." This
was after Angel's reports were so severely classified in Washington
that they didn't come to light for some 80 years, and then, believe it
or not, in consequence of leaks from the archives of the British Foreign
Office in London. Such odd developments of course tended to verify
Angel's conclusions.
Also the waywp.rd Axtell and his Ring associates were officially
vindicated by President Chester A. Arthur who returned the delinquent
ex-governor to New Mexico as Chief Justice of the Territory's Supreme
Court. The Great Cover-up was then further consolidated by timely
shootings which, as usual, supplemented the Ring's almost, but not
quite, complete domination of the Territory's news media and historical
accounts. A major factor in this domination was the intimidation resulting from murders and threats of violence or persecution.
My mother, Agnes Morley Cleaveland, was born on June 26, 1874,
in the Maxwell House which was then across the street from the St.
James Hotel in Cimarron which was then the county seat of Colfax
County.
During July of 1875, Agnes' mother, Ada McPherson Morley, was
indicted by a federal grand jury in Santa Fe under the supervision of
U.s. Attorney Catron. According to the indictment, Agnes' mother was
charged with having robbed the Cimarron post office "with force and
arms." However, demands by the Morleys for a trial were rejected.
But, instead, during the following March of 1876, Agnes' father, W. R.
Morley, an owner-editor of the Cimarron News and Press was set up to
be murdered by troops from Fort Union, as per documented instructions from the governor. Fortunately that conspiracy self-destructed,
but Angel included the documentation in one of his reports. That and
several other incriminating documents were found in a trunk stolen
from Catron. Then apparently for Angel's convenience, some of those
documents were published in the Cimarron News and Press.
Agnes' father was not shot to death until she was eight years old.
This was shortly after that wayward ex-governor had returned to New
Mexico as the chief justice and the Ring was acutely vulnerable to
awkward questions that might arise and be asked by such reckless and
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outspoken individuals as Agnes' father whose life expectancy under
the circumstances was practically nil.
Before terminating this letter, further comments about Westphall's
"Historical Defense" of Catron may be in order because Agnes lived
much of her life in what is now Catron County and her best known
book, No Life For A Lady, deals with her experiences there. Although
well informed on the subject she apparently recorded nothing about
the American Valley murders which playa prominent part in the "Historical Defense" of Catron. However, Westphall provides no motive
for those crimes other than that the victims, Alexis Grossetete and
Robert EIsinger, ran afoul of the American Valley Co. In describing
that company Westphall says, "By 1883 they controlled an area roughly
sixty miles from north to south and seventy-two miles from east to
west comprising about three million acres of land.-Catron was the
firm's attorney-." But not explained is who Grossetete and EIsinger
were, and how they ran afoul of the American Valley Co.
Old-timers in Catron County believed that both victims were
homesteaders who declined to sell their holdings to the American Valley Co. under the terms offered. The company declined to haggle, and
after Grossetete and EIsinger were found murdered, the company certainly had far less difficulty in dealing with other folks in the area.
Of course such hearsay may be far from the truth, but those murders, along with the shooting death of Agnes' father at about the same
time, contributed to the general belief throughout New Mexico that
murder and other forms of intimidation and persecution with false
indictments were standing operating procedure for leaders of the Santa
Fe Ring.
Of course all this cannot be fully documented in the space available
to me here, but particulars are available and are scheduled to be presented during a Historical Symposium and/or Revival in Cimarron's
St. James Hotel on April 29 and 30, 1988.
Yours faithfully,
Norman Cleaveland
Santa Fe

Dear editor:
I would like to rebut some of Don Albert's contentions in his review
of Legacy of Honor published in the October 1987 issue of the New Mexico
Historical Review.
As the husband of the editor I was closely involved with and
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assisted in the research of the military aspects of the book during the
four years she worked on it.
My first complaint is Albert's depiction of the editor as so biased
that "in her zeal to prove the native soldiers blameless [at the Battle
of Valverde]" she went "somewhat overboard in trying to prove that
none of the [derogatory] stories could be true." This is not so. At no
point in the narrative did the editor say that the native soldiers did no
wrong; she merely requested that future historians and researchers
examine the facts with unbiased eyes and do deeper research to either
substantiate or discount contemporary reports written by participants
who may well have had reason to slant their accounts at the time they
wrote them.
Our new research turned up casualty figures, readily available to
anyone who cared to search for them, for the long-maligned New
Mexico volunteer companies (Hubbell's and Mortimer's) which showed
that their losses were as heavy and often heavier than the Regular
Army units fighting beside them. Alberts then concludes that "One of
the best ways to take heavy casualties, especially with untrained soldiers ... was to run away." How then does he explain the equally
heavy casualties inflicted at the same time on those battery defenders
who reputedly stood firm against the Texan onslaught? If fleeing soldiers take the highest casualties then the men of Co. F, 7th U.S. Infantry, must have been the fastest runners on the battlefield that day.
For many years advocates of the "blame the New Mexicans" theory
cited Colonel Canby's statement that when the Volunteer companies
supporting McRae's battery "gave way" those "first fugitives ... crossed
the river with but little loss" (WOR,I,9,491). Now, apparently, we are
asked to assume they were shot in the back.
Alberts accused the editor of ignoring a report written by A. B.
Peticolas, a Confederate soldier who took part in the charge upon
McRae's gun. To the contrary, the editor had a copy of the original
Peticolas manuscript in her possession for years but after reading inaccurate statements such as Peticolas' assertion that there were only 200
Confederates in the charge, decided that he was not a particularly
reliable and unbiased source.
In addition to all the statistical research done in an attempt to
understand the Battle of Valverde, my wife and I evaluated more than
several dozen contemporary reports and statements made by individuals involved in the fighting. We compared and evaluated these claims
of both Confederates and Federals, officers and enlisted men, volunteers and Regular Army soldiers and presented what we believe to be
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a most reasonable and honest picture, unblemished by the racial prejudice in effect at the time of the battle.
Charles Meketa
Corrales, New Mexico

Dear editor:
Upon first reading I thought Richard Melzer's Oct. article was
unfortunate, upon reflection, I conclude that it is simply an example
of minorityism, one strong element of which is pandering, another of
which is the use of such phrases as ". .. racist conclusion ..." and
"... racist currents ..." without definition of any sort.
Melzer's minorityism is made plain by his statement concerning
the cartoon "The (M)atchmaker," p. 367, wherein New Mexico, according to Melzer's is unfavorably depicted along side Arizona, and, this
because the latter is was more "Anglo." What then of the cartoon on
the cover?
The record is pretty clear that New Mexico's application for statehood was hurt because its values were inconsistent with those of the
majority of Americans. For example, the refusal to accept the separation
of church and state and the insistence that the church control the school
system. "Anglo" objection to these positions was not ". .. racial and
cultural prejudices ... ," as Melzer so simplistically implies, but the
New Mexican position may well have been.
V. A. Hammons
Shiprock, New Mexico
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Book Reviews

Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas, 1836-1986. By David Montejano.
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1987. xii + 383 pp. Illustrations, maps,
tables, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, $12.95 paper.)
In this valuable foray into the past, sociologist David Montejano significantly enlarges our understanding of the relations between Anglos and Mexicans in Texas. Because it focuses on the making of south Texas rather than all
of Texas, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas is not as broad as its title
suggests. In another sense, the book transcends its title, for it offers insightful
explanations of the dynamics of inter-ethnic relations that might be applied
fruitfully to other areas of the Southwest. The great strength of this work is
its long backward glance--an examination of the century and a half since the
events of the Texas Revolution cast a dark and enduring shadow over relations
between mexicanos and Anglos in Texas. This long view enables Montejano to
identify and analyze broad patterns of historical change.
Montejano sees the period immediately following the Texas Revolution as
a time of accommodation, arising in part out of the imperatives of subsistence
farming and ranching. As owners of land, the Mexican elite enjoyed the respect
of the Anglo minority, while Mexican workers enjoyed the job security offered
by peonage. Market forces shattered this fragile period of accommodation by
altering economic and political structures. After the Civil War, external markets
transformed cattle into a commodity and began to tie the region into the
economic life of the rest of the nation. After the tum of the century, railroads
accelerated this process by opening new markets for farm produce and bringing
potential farmers to the region. These economic changes transformed the Texas
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borderlands from a ranching country of paternalistic hacendados and permanently employed vaqueros to a region of commercial farmers and migrant laborers. The desire of commercial farmers for a dependable source of cheap, seasonal
labor, Montejano argues, together with the impersonal nature of employeremployee relations under a wage labor system, contributed to the rise of a
segregated society supported through physical force and justified by racist
ideas of Mexican inferiority.
Montejano sees segregation as the dominant characteristic of race relations
from 1920 to 1940. Beginning with World War II, he finds that segregation gave
way to a period of integration, by which he means "the granting of effective
citizenship" (p. 260). The rise of mechanized, corporate farms, for example,
"made labor repression irrelevant" in rural areas (p. 259), and businessmen in
growing urban-industrial areas needed consumers and labor stability. Thus,
"Jim Crow" began to crumble, the process accelerated by the crises of World
War II, with its shortage of domestic labor, and the Civil Rights Movement of
the 1960s.
Montejano, then, understands economic change-the transitions from
subsistence farming and ranching to commercial agriculture and industrialization-as the primary cause of social change. It is impossible in a short review,
however, to do more than suggest Montejano's subtle, well-nuanced argument.
For example, while he emphasizes economic change he keeps his reader aware
of underlying racist attitudes (although his view of the relative importance of
those attitudes in shaping race relations remains murky). Then, too, as he
describes the effects of macroeconomic changes, he never loses sight of their
uneven geographical distribution and rates of impact. He devotes an entire
chapter to "The Geography of Race and Class," in which he explains local
variations in race relations, but throughout the book he makes it clear that
patterns of race relations are multi-layered, shaped in a variety of ways by
local economies and class interests.
Montejano, who teaches sociology at the University of New Mexico, occasionally builds a generalization on the slenderest of evidence, and he explicitly
eschews narrative and characterization in favor of the didactic style that characterizes work in his discipline. He avoids, however, the common pitfall of
fellow social scientists who too often ransack the past in search of facts to
support a preconceived theory. Anglos and Mexicans is a satisfying work, studded with insights, laced with well-chosen illustrations, maps, and charts, and
liberated from the jargon that often makes sociology impenetrable to outsiders.
David J. Weber
Southern Methodist University

New Mexico Odyssey. By Toby Smith. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1987. xiv + 182 pp. Map. $11.95 paper.)
Toby Smith complements his earlier Dateline: New Mexico with a new,
related title" New Mexico Odyssey, a book that he describes as being "about
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serendipitous wanderings." Smith has compiled a generally informative and
entertaining series of related essays about people and places in New Mexico.
New Mexico Odyssey is in the genre of William Least Heat Moon's Blue
Highways and Peter Jenkins' A Walk Across America. As the writer travels along
Route 66 or makes his way up the Continental Divide, he introduces the reader
to a variety of places lying off the beaten track and to a multitude of New
Mexicans including ex-Harvey girls, Lebanese-American residents, a Hispanic
fire inspector, a cowboy near the Mexican border, and even an ex-policeman
who claims once to have seen a flying saucer land near Socorro. Also covered
are oddities such as an underground school in Artesia and a tame alligator
living in a Hobbs sewage lagoon.
Into the fabric of his narrative Smith weaves personal observations with
threads of history and anecdotes by interviewees. While his journalistic ability
is widely known and appreciated, Smith's prose in this book has its ups and
downs. His talent, for example, glows as he enters a Lindrith cafe and writes,
"Spinning on one of the cafe's three stools is a man with a stomach that hangs
over his belt like·a Parma ham in a bag," but falters when he includes the less
than riveting comment that "the average rainfall along N.M. 18 is fourteen to
seventeen inches per year."
Lapses in writing style also can be seen in Smith's uneven treatment of
topics. Some of his chapters are so sketchy and lacking in depth as to make
the reader wonder why they were not edited out of his manuscript. Others,
on the other hand, such as a fascinating essay on a photograph of Albuquerque
by Garry Winogrand, reflect the unrealized full potential of this book. Compared to the writings of Least Heat Moon and Jenkins, New Mexico Odyssey is
a more light-weight, chatty journal that only intermittently makes compelling
reading.
A small-print credit line on the book's copyright page reveals that this
book is a compilation of revised versions of articles from the Albuquerque Journal
and two essays reprinted from New Mexico Magazine. Very likely, this genesis
of the book explains its uneven quality and occasional confusing statements
relating to time, such as that Interstate 40 was "put in nearly a dozen years
ago" and that the late Georgia O'Keeffe is still living.
New Mexico Odyssey is an easy-reading, lightly informative, and sometimes
amusing journal of the author's perambulations through the state. While it
enhances one's appreciation of New Mexico, this book cannot be considered
a major contribution to travel literature.
David Grant Noble
School of American Research, Santa Fe

Old Southwest, New Southwest: Essays on a Region and Its Landscape. Edited by
Judy Nolte Lensink. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1987. xii + 167 pp.
Illustrations, notes. $8.95 paper.)
In November 1985 an assortment of writers drifted into Tucson as part of
the Writers of the Purple Sage Project to talk to one another and the public at
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large about their region-the Southwest-and about writing about that region.
Collected in Old Southwest, New Southwest, the talking takes the form of essays
that purport to examine the writer's role and responsibilities, be he or she
novelist or naturalist, essayist or environmentalist or all the above. Behind a
splendid cover by David Maier, with artwork by N. Scott Momaday within,
the result is uneven.
Momaday leads off this volume with still another of his bass-note invocations in the brief "Landscape with Words in the Foreground." At the other
end of the volume is Lawrence Clark Powell's equally slight contribution calling
for a cultural renaissance in Tucson "like the one in Santa Fe fifty years ago."
Perhaps, given the nature of conferences, it should not be surprising that the
performance pieces by the big-guns of Southwestern writing here-Momaday,
Waters, Anaya, Powell-are of little actual interest.
Within the remaining sixteen conference papers there is some splendid
listening. Janice Monk and Vera Norwood, in "Angles of Vision: Enhancing
Our Perspectives on the Southwest," and Tey Diana Rebolledo, in "Hispanic
Women Writers of the Southwest: Tradition and Innovation," offer succinct
and valuable discussions of the roles of women-Anglo, Hispanic, and Native
American-as chroniclers of time and region. In "The Author as Image Maker
for the Southwest," the late Arrell Morgan Gibson lectures us wonderfully
upon the "shifting images" of our region. Among the others, Rolando HinojosaSmith condemns once again the reductionist nature of regional labels; David
Lavender indicts Willa Cather for distortion of history; and Thomas J. Lyon
looks at the "post-frontier mind."
It is to the troubling talks that readers' ears should perk up, however.
While William Eastlake offers merely a rambling discourse on the trials of being
a writer, a Southwestern writer, and himself, John Nichols disappoints no one
with "The Writer as Revolutionary," his expected call for eco-explosions in
print. In "Useless Deserts & Other Goals," Charles Bowden charms and challenges with a call for "more useless deserts and fewer books celebrating the
aesthetic glories of Nature." Ann Zwinger dazzles in "Writers of the Purple
Figwort" with an examination of the essense of nature writing, its possibilities
and responsibilities. Best of all is Reyner Banham's critique of our collective
environmental hoggishness in "Having it All: Partisan Greed and Possession
of the Desert."
Old Southwest, New Southwest is an important volume, a coming together
of generations who have worked and still work to carve art out of aridity. If
it is disappointing, however, it is because with important exceptions so much
of this has been said before and, we all know, will be said again. A valuable
addition here would be the voices of writers who are indeed blasting away at
the Western Myth, such figures as Larry McMurtry, Cormac McCarthy, and
Simon Ortiz. At the next conference the "judge," the two-legged Moby Dick
of McCarthy's Blood Meridian, might preside over new books and new blood.
Louis Owens
University of New Mexico
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American Adobes: Rural Houses of Northern New Mexico. By Beverley Spears.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1986. ix + 185 pp. Illustrations,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.)
"American" is the key word in the title of this insightful, well-illustrated
work on the village houses of northern New Mexico. Author Beverley Spears
traces the origins of this unique architectural style to the melding of traditional
Hispanic house forms with common American influences over many generations. While the traditional New Mexican village house is simplicity itselfadobe rooms in linear arrangement, usually built one at a time to fit changing
family needs-it has an impressive genealogy with roots extending into Rome,
North Africa, Christian Spain, and colonial Mexico. This traditional house form
evolved to incorporate pitched metal roofs and other architectural features
introduced into the Southwest by Anglo settlers, resulting in a uniquely New
Mexican-and American-hybrid.
According to Spears, this architectural marriage was visually successful
because the neoclassic qualities of Hispanic and American house types had
the same Mediterranean origins. Certain features-the Hispanic portal and the
American porch, for instance-were variations on a common theme. Differences between the styles for interior organization and site orientation were
considerable, however, and often required generations to resolve.
There were practical, as well as visual, advantages to this blending of
architectural styles. Glass windows and metal roofs were welcome additions
that solved shortcomings of Spanish colonial houses. The adoption of such
features in isolated areas came slower than one might imagine, however; Spears
documents the fact that many New Mexico village houses still had flat earth
roofs as late as the 1930s. Pitched metal roofs, often with dormers, "are found
on virtually all such houses today.
American Adobes traces the more recent evolutionary turn of New Mexico's
rural architecture toward mainstream American styles, with thinner and lower
walls, flatter roofs, more compact floor plans, and simplified trim. A failing
rural economy has contributed to the demise of the traditional adobe, while
the more glamorous (but less authentic) Santa Fe style has distracted attention
from it. In the author's words, "Whether these houses are allowed to deteriorate and collapse over the decades or whether they are discovered, sought
after, renovated, and restored, they will never be more numerous, authentic,
and unassumingly appealing as they are today."
Susan Berry
Silver City Museum

The North American Indians in Early Photographs. By Paula Richardson Fleming
and Judith Luskey. (New York: Harper & Row, 1986. 256pp. Illustrations, map,
notes, appendixes, bibliography, index. $35.00.)
Historical photographs of American Indians are revealing interdisciplinary
resources for scholars. The relative paucity of documented published images
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has discouraged many researchers from tapping the full potential of these
sources. The North American Indians in Early Photographs does much to improve
this situation.
Paula Richardson Fleming and Judith Luskey, archivists at the Smithsonian
Institution, have compiled a comprehensive survey of the history of photography of American Indians from 1840 to the First World War. Coordinating
developments in photography with trends in Native American-white relations,
they present a wide variety of images.
The authors categorize photographs in a loosely chronological sequence
defined by motivations of photographers. Early chapters discuss photographs
depicting Indian delegations to Washington, D.C., the Indian Wars, acculturation, and government expeditions. Later chapters focus on images taken by
anthropologists, government surveys, frontier photographers, and pictorialists. Included are an introduction to pioneering photographic technologies and
a "Timeline of American-Indian Relations."
The presentation is engaging, with frequent direct quotes from contemporaries. It is illustrated with three hundred captioned historical photographs
primarily from the Smithsonian Institution National Anthropological Archives.
Most images were taken in the contiguous United States, with a few from
southeast Alaska and Canada. The appendixes provide information about selected
photographers by citing biographical notes, dates of activities, and references.
John C. Ewers, ethnologist emeritus at the Smithsonian Institution, contributes
an informative introduction.
The authors do not analyze specific images in detail or assess the anthropological accuracy of the photographs. Their goal is to present a broad overview
of photographic activities, emphasizing the diversity among Indians and photographers. The study represents vast research in a multitude of sources, as
reflected in the lengthy bibliography. References are diligently cited, but some
data derived from secondary sources are repeated too uncritically. Researchers
should consult original works when feasible.
The North American Indians in Early Photographs is a welcome addition to
the literature on ethnohistorical photography, with a variety of applications.
It is an effective introduction to the great range of images available and the
circumstances surrounding their creation. The extensive biographical information is made easily accessible to researchers. This study is a highly useful
resource for scholars that also serves as a versatile textbook.
Victoria Wyatt
University of Washington

Indian Self-Rule: First-Hand Accounts of Indian-White Relations from Roosevelt to
Reagan. Edited by Kenneth R. Philp. (Salt Lake City: Howe Brothers, 1986. vii
+ 343 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $21.50 cloth, $12.50 paper.)
This collection of essays evolved from a summer conference sponsored by
the Institute of the American ~est at Sun Valley, Idaho, in 1983. The purpose
of the conference was to provide an assessment of the progress made toward
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Indian self-rule during the half century since passage of the Indian Reoganization Act (IRA) in 1934. The major thrust of this act, which was designed and
implemented by then Commissioner of Indian Affairs John Collier, was to
encourage and support the development oftribal governments. While many
observers would not agree with historian Wilcomb Washburn's view that Collier and his legislation "saved the Indian tribes from extinction" (p. 104), the
IRA remains, nevertheless, the most significant law affecting American Indians
in the twentieth century.
The historic Conference on Indian Self-Rule brought together many distinguished figures, including Indian activists such as Hank Adams (Assiniboine), Ada Deer (Menominee), and the late Robert Burnette (Rosebud Sioux);
tribal leaders such as Gerald One Feather (Oglala Sioux), Earl Old Person
(Blackfoot), and Clarence Wesley (San Carlos Apache); former federal officials,
including Indian commissioners Philleo Nash, Robert Bennett (Oneida), and
Benjamin Reifel (Sioux); and scholars such as historians David Edmunds (Cherokee), Hazel Hertzberg, and Alvin Josephy, anthropologists Alfonso Ortiz (San
Juan Pueblo), Fred Eggan, and Sol Tax, political scientist Gary Orfield, and
American Indian law expert Charles Wilkinson. The participants were asked
to present their professional or personal views of the four major policy epochs
which have evolved since the IRA: the Indian New Deal (to 1945); the termination years (1945-1960); the era of Indian self-determination (1960-1976); and
the present period of Indian self-rule (since 1976).
Historian Kenneth Philp, one of Collier's biographers, has edited these
comments into a provocative volume, for which he has also written a fine
introduction. Overviews of the four policy epochs have likewise been contributed by scholars Floyd O'Neil, James Officer, Philip Deloria (Standing Rock
Sioux), and Roger Buffalohead (Ponca). The most eloquent of these essays,
and indeed the most poignant commentary in the entire book, is the summary
on self-determination presented by Deloria, director of the American Indian
Law Center at the University of New Mexico.
The primary virtue of this work is that it provides a "first-hand" examination of federal Indian policy not only from the perspective of those officials
who formulated or implemented it, but also from the point of view of those
tribal members who it most affected for better or worse. Indeed, it is these
diverse, grass-roots responses that set the volume apart from most scholarly
treatises on the subject. The prose and logic of some of the participants do
not always flow smoothly, and ideas and opinions are sometimes not well
articulated. Yet, the emotional substance of the responses is communicated
clearly. Since no consensus is reached by the conferees, readers are left to draw
their own conclusions.
Philp's edited volume reflects a weakness in the conference itself, in as
much as it is overrepresented by local and national Indian leaders who rose
to prominence during the last decade and who are highly critical of recent
Indian policy, while at the same time it does not present the views of any
deci!:iion makers from the Carter or Reagan administrations (with the exception
of Deloria, who spent a few days as a Carter appointee). Also unrepresented
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are spokesmen from the more radical activist organizations, such as the American Indian Movement (AIM), which militantly opposed federal Indian policies
in the 1970s.
Everyone interested in recent Indian affairs should add Indian Self-Rule to
this year's reading list. It also has great potential as a classroom text. Beyond
this, the reviewer cannot help but share Philp's hope that the substance of
this volume may also "be carried by a strong breeze out of the halls of academia
into the world at large" (p. 16).
Michael L. Lawson
Bureau of Indian Affairs

Massacre on the Gila: An Account of the Last Major Battle Between American Indians,
with Reflections on the Origin of War. By Clifton B. Kroeber and Bernard L.
Fontana. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1986. viii + 232 pp. Map, tables,
notes, bibliography, index. $26.50.)
Quechan,Mojave, and Yavapai warriors torched thatched homes in Bone
Standing village early on September 1, 1857. Outnumbered Maricopa defenders
retreated until Gila River Pima cavalrymen summoned by desperate runners
rode up. A cavalry charge broke the invaders' ranks. Few survived to climb
the Sierra Estrella slopes, which were too steep for horses. Nearly one hundred
dead invaders lay on the Santa Cruz River delta.
From an event-specific prologue, this volume expands into what Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie might call structural history. The prologue discusses and
quotes an eye-witness report, but the authors devote chapters to non-Indian
contemporary reports and to Native American oral history of the engagement.
Kroeber, an Occidental College historian, and Fontana, a University of Arizona
anthropologist-historian, begin to generalize in two chapters on armed conflict.
They attempt to differentiate raiding from warfare in the lower Colorado-Gila
River theater of conflict. They describe weaponry, tactics, and ritual purification of enemy slayers. They stumble, however, by imputing to River People
(Gila River Pimas) behaviors more characteristic of Desert People ("Papagos").
A brief chapter tries to quantify battle frequency. It fails because the authors
did not consult available published information. Table 1 lists only twenty-one
"battle expeditions" from 1832 to 1857, or fewer than one annually. On the
basis of one half-year sample, when four expeditions were reported, the true
frequency appears to have been nearer to one every other month.
The authors then summarize some (but not all pertinent) earlier examinations of the genesis and dynamics of inter-ethnic conflict among the GilaColorado valley natives, and add their speculations. This effort is flawed because
it omits a key event-formation of the Pima-Maricopa Confederation. Kroeber
and Fontana then raise their theoretical sights to the question of the origin of
warfare. Their aim may be good; perhaps men fight to preserve their dignity.
An epilogue returns to an event, a multi-tribal truce that a Union agent
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negotiated in 1863. Thus, the book ends on a positive note. The authors misattribute to Charles D. Poston the truce that part-Cherokee Paulino Weaver
achieved. Such errors of fact, translation, or method mar one in every three
pages.
Henry F. Dobyns
Phoenix, Arizona

Nana's Raid: Apache Warfare in Southern New Mexico, 1881. By Stephen H. Lekson.
49 pp. (EI Paso: Texas Western Press, 1987. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography. $10.00 cloth, $5.00 paper.)
This short monograph examines the well-known but little documented
Nana's raid in southern New Mexico during summer 1881. Nana, a leader in
. his seventies, was of the Eastern Chiricahua or Tcihene band. After Victorio's
death in October 1880, he gathered the remnants of the fighting Tcihene and,
with Kaytennae, a young war leader, led a small group of fifteen warriors out
of the Sierra Madre in Sonora into New Mexico where he was joined by some
twenty-five Mescaleros. During this whirlwind foray the arthritic Nana clashed
with troops on seven occasions and attacked a dozen ranches and towns.
Hundreds of horses and cattle were either stolen or killed. Lekson places white
fatalities at thirty-five while Nana suffered few, if any, casualties.
Lekson divides his work into four sections: "Nana and His People," "Conflict," "The Tightening Ring," and "Aftermath." The first chapter describes what
is known about Nana's life and activities before the famous raid but curiously
the author avoids discussing the well-known role he played at Pinos Altos in
1865 and at Canada Alamosa from 1869-1872. Next, he attempts to track Nana's
activities after Tres Castillos and runs into problems. The Apache accounts are
vague and ambiguous and at times lack corroborating sources. Typical of this
was Nana's alleged visit to the San Carlos Reservation sometime in 1881 where
he witnessed the wonders of a Western Apache prophet named Noch-ay-delklinne, who brought back from the dead the bodies of Mangas Coloradas,
Cochise, and Victorio. Yet even Lekson acknowledges that he cannot pin down
the date: Did it occur before or after the remarkable raid or, even still, did it
actually take place?
The middle two'chapters are the strength of the author's work, as Nana's
movements become easier to follow by the bloody trail he left in his wake.
Here Lekson's meticulous account shines as he makes good use of contemporary reports, the Apache accounts as collected by Eve Ball, and the published
works of Dan L. Thrapp. His sources for the most part are excellent and he
documents every statement. His map is useful and his choice of photographs
enhance the study. The result is a concise synthesis of Nana's raid, the best
to date, and a valuable addition to anyone's southwestern library.
Edwin Sweeney
St. Charles, Missouri

178

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1988

Vestiges of a Proud Nation: The Ogden B. Read Northern Plains Indian Collection.
Edited by Glenn E. Markoe, Raymond J. DeMallie, and Royal B. Hassrick.
(Burlington, Vermont: Robert Hull Fleming Museum/Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1986. 176 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, appendix. $35.00
cloth, $20.00 paper.)
This handsome catalog of the Ogden B. Read Northern Plains Indian
collection in the Robert Hull Fleming Museum at the University of Vermont
is distinguished by its text as well as its excellent black and white and color
plates. George P. Horse Capture provides a few prefatory comments on Sioux
art, suggesting a correlation between design motifs and historical pressures
on Sioux culture at the time Read, a captain in the Eleventh Infantry, acquired
most of the 115 items catalogued here. Read was stationed in Dakota and
Montana from November 1876 through the traumatic years of Sioux adjustment
to reservation life in the 1880s. He missed the tragic finale at Wounded Knee,
having killed himself in 1889 at the age of forty-six-a fact mentioned in Glenn
E. Markoe's introduction but not elaborated in Raymond J. DeMallie's detailed
essay on the background of the Read collection, in effect a short history of
Sioux-white relations in the 1870s and 1880s. DeMallie is especially adept at
tracing Sioux movements in this period, and his essay, while conventional in
its scope and sources, offers a different angle on a well-worked theme. A short
contribution by Royal B. Hassrick, based on his 1964 book The Sioux: Life and
Customs of a Warrior Society, provides a cultural context for the catalog proper,
which also draws on Hassrick's book for the descriptions of specific items. A
quibble: Hassrick reports that Sioux buffalo hunters shot their arrows into the
left side of the animal, nearest the heart, an observation at variance with other
accounts and improbable unless the Sioux were left-handed.
Captain Read acquired his many specimens of Plains Indian manufacture
through purchase, gifts, or as spoils of war. The latter reminds us that Read's
own service against the Sioux was hardly heroic, and that the context in which
he collected was entirely coercive, raising troubling questions never addressed
in any of the essays. Though DeMallie treats Read's role in Sioux affairs, neither
he nor any of the other contributors fleshes out the man responsible for this
splendid collection. What were Read's motives in assembling these "vestiges
of a proud nation" he had helped defeat? Markoe describes the captain as "an
antiquarian" but his own evidence of Read's desire to "build a study collection"
for scholars suggests something more. In light of Joseph Porter's recent biography of John G. Bourke, and a growing interest in the ethnological activities
of officers stationed in the West during the Indian wars period, there seems
a missed opportunity here. Perhaps Read's motives are illuminated by something he collected: five scalplocks (described but not illustrated), two apparently
from white women (pp. 57-61). We might be squeamish about such trophies
today, but Read was not. Like most of his contemporaries, he likely reasoned
in categories of savage and civilized, the scalps serving to establish a distinction
that justified the white man's suppression of the natives, whatever merits he
might attribute to aspects of their culture.

BOOK REVIEWS

179

What is illustrated here is wonderful. The catalog divides the collection
into nine groupings that facilitate comparison and establish the range and
richness of Sioux material culture at the end of pre-reservation days. Specialist
and nonspecialist alike will find this book a feast for the eyes, and the accompanying essays generally informative and helpful.
Brian W. Dippie
University of Victoria, British Columbia

The Western Apache: Living With the Land Before 1950. By Winfred Buskirk. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1986. xiv + 273 pp. Illustrations, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. $22.50.)
Winfred Buskirk has focused on the major life-supporting economic activities of the Western Apaches for this book. Based on extensive field research
and interviews conducted in 1939 and 1946 to 1948, the author examines the
life of Arizona Apaches prior to the absorption of major changes introduced
by increasing contact between Apache and American cultures. Buskirk's
informants traced the patterns of Apache life over the period beginning shortly
after 1800 and ending at mid-twentieth century.
The author provides an introductory overview to Western Apache band
designations and a useful ethnographic summary. Separate chapters are devoted
to agriculture, hunting, gathering, and foods among pre-reservation and early
reservation Western Apache groups. A short, conduding chapter examines the
place of the Western Apache in the Southwest. Buskirk attempts in the conduding chapter to analyze briefly the relation of significant cultural traits among
Apaches, Papagos, and Navajos.
Buskirk's work is a valuable addition to the growing body of literature
available to specialists in the Southwest Indian cultures and their histories.
The book is especially useful as a supplement to Basso's Western Apache Raiding
and Warfare and Goodwin's Social Organization of the Western Apache. The author
is particularly insightful in discerning the importance of women in Apache
economic life during the period under study. His careful examination of horticulture among Western Apache bands may help dispel the current general
misunderstanding that "Apaches were ignorant of agriculture prior to reservation times."
The Western Apache is a useful book, but of more value to the specialist
than to the general reader. Its publication by the University of Oklahoma Press
as one of the "Civilization of the American Indian" series should insure its
continued availability to those who wish to add it to their collections of Apache
materials for the foreseeable future.
D. C. Cole
Colgate University

180

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1988

Sioux Indian Religion: Tradition and Innovation. Edited by Raymond J. DeMallie
and Douglas R. Parks. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. viii +
243 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $17.95.)
The foundations of Lakota world views are investigated in the four essays
which open this collection. In the introductory selection, Raymond DeMallie
reconstructs nineteenth-century Lakota beliefs on the nature of the universe
(religion). DeMallie properly credits past Sioux writers George Bushotter, George
Sword, and Thomas Tyon for writing on Lakota philosophies and world views
at the turn of the century. Their pioneering work allows current scholars easier
access to that era of Lakota thought. Continuing with that past tradition, Arval
Looking Horse, a Miniconjou and his tribe's current "Pipe keeper," candidly
reveals personal insights on the importance of contemporary Lakota ritual.
Taken together, these pieces demonstrate the change and continuity, variance
and stability of Lakota religion and trace its evolution from the nineteenth to
the twentieth century.
Vine Deloria, Sr., a member of the Yankton Sioux tribe, begins part two,
titled "Christianity and the Sioux," with a historical account of his family's
extensive role in Sioux mission work. The Christian missionaries reached the
Lakota communities during the nineteenth century. These individuals provided the stimulus that diversified Lakota religious thought; today, the Sioux
embrace many different religions. Mercy Poor Man from Rosebud brings to
print the reasons for her membership in the new Christian Life Fellowship
Church, which comprises believers from the Assembly of God.
"Traditional Religion in the Contemporary Context" is the title of part
three. Bea Medicine reviews the prominent role Sioux women have assumed
in contemporary Lakota religion, and Thomas H. Lewis describes a modern
Yuwipi curing ceremony. Emerson Spider, Sr., Reverend and headman of the
Native American Church of Jesus Christ in the State of South Dakota, retraces
the story of the transmission of the peyote religion from the Winnebago to the
Sioux of Pine Ridge; then, Spider reveals the church's dogma and chronicles
a peyote church ceremony. Spider's candor and honesty make his essay one
of the most informative selections in the entire collection.
Several authors were unusually frank in their discussions of Lakota religion. Robert Hilbert, S. J., recalls the openness and depth with which the
Sioux discuss their religion. "He was a full-blood," Hilbert wrote, "raised in a
traditional family; and he very much enjoyed talking about Indian ways and
values and activities" (p. 141). The Sioux authors, who wrote seven of the
twelve selections, also demonstrated such candor. The Lakota honestly declare
their conservative and diverse views on the universe; they are not mystical
and sentimental on the issue of religion.
Unlike many collections of essays that are self-explanatory, this volume
begs for a conclusion to provide the necessary analysis. On any given day,
one can observe the diversity of Lakota religion on anyone Sioux reservation
through the people's participation in multiple religious practices. Contact with
the conquerors brought religious diversity to Sioux country; why the Sioux
embraced such a wide variety of philosophies provides new avenues for research.
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This collection of essays on contemporary Sioux religion, strengthened by its
reliance on mostly Sioux writers (voices), provides an important first step
toward understanding the current directions of Sioux thought.
Richmond L. Clow
University of Montana

The Killispel Indians. By John Fahey. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1986. xiii + 234 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $18.95.)
Best known for his business and urban histories of the "white" Pacific
Northwest, John Fahey has written a very different book here on a little-studied
and often-misunderstood American Indian tribe. The author explains that the
present volume is the result of the Kalispels' need to document their legal
relationship with United States governmental agencies in their recent litigation
to regain aboriginal lands. It is also a summary of Kalispel oral and documentary history as collected by anthropolgist Allan H. Smith, who served as the
key expert witness for the tribe's case before the Indian Claims Commission.
As such, the history of the Kalispels is presented as the story of a small, unique
society still struggling in the 1980s for identity, legal recognition, and justice
in American courts.
The scenario is a familiar one for many villagers in the region. Initially
receptive to traders, explorers, and missionaries, the Kalispels did not participate directly in treaty negotiations but were assumed to be a part of the larger
Pend Oreilles---their closest linguistic kin. Scheduled to be united on the Flathead Reservation in Montana, that plan was aborted in the midst of the Indian
Wars of the 1850s, leaving the Kalispels treaty-less and ultimately without
reservation status. Proposals to move onto the multi-tribal Colville Reservation
were turned down by tribal leaders. By the 1870s, the door to the once-productive homeland opened wider, enabling miners, settlers, and loggers to
exploit unprotected natural resources. An executive order in 1914 finally insured
a small permanent land base in northeastern Washington, but this was small
compensation for the economic dependency and abject poverty which continued to affect most tribal members well into the 1960s.
Since the 1930s, the Kalispels have made marginal gains in restitution of
lands and economic revitalization. A $3 million award from the Indian Claims
Commission polarized the community in the 1960s over alternative ways to
invest the sum. Fahey clearly sides with the faction that chose business development and sees subsequent tribal investments as progressive harbingers of
future legal awards and economic enterprise.
This work will satisfy most historians interested in the raw chronology of
Kalispel contact history. Ethnohistorians will be disappointed, for it lacks cultural depth and does not succeed in presenting Kalispel points of view from
native voices near to the degree possible with sources available, especially
Allan Smith's extensive and authoritative reports. The narrative historical overview and concluding endorsements of contemporary business schemes on
reservations merit purchase of this work by historians concerned primarily
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with twentieth-century economic development and efforts by tribal governments to overcome dependency.
W. R. Swagerty
University of Idaho

The Indulns of Texas: An Annotated Research Bibliography. By Michael L. Tate.
(Metuchen, New Jersey: Scarecrow Press, 1986. xix + 514 pp. Maps, table,
index. $52.50.)
Bibliographers are among the unsung heroes of the history profession. To
most of us the tedium of systematically scouring card catalogs, journals, and
manuscript collections offers few rewards. Moreover, the continual appearance
of new studies reminds us that a bibliographer's work is never really done.
Nevertheless, the persistent search for elusive entries and, perhaps more
importantly, the critical judgment applied during their selection, are ingredients essential to the bibliographer's trade. Compiler Michael L. Tate has performed both of these tasks well in his impressive guide to sources for the study
of Texas Indians.
Beginner and seasoned researcher alike will find this resource, the ninth
in the important Native American Bibliography Series of Scarecrow Press, an
indispensable guide to their subject. The compiler divides the body of the
work, consisting of nearly 3,800 entries, into two main sections, the first grouping by tribe and the second, a chronological treatment of Indian-White relations. Sub-groupings within each section are arranged alphabetically by author.
Tate annotates the most important and controversial sources and offers
caveats on the use of questionable material. Although books and articles comprise the bulk of the entries, an impressive number of pertinent government
documents also is included. In citing archaeological sources, the compiler concentrates on "historic tribes" and model studies, proViding references to other
bibliographies for more detailed offerings. With few exceptions the work does
not include such ephemeral or manuscript material. References to children's
literature also are limited. Researchers will, however, find comprehensive and
convenient subject and author indexes to facilitate their search for appropriate
sources.
In a valuable preface the compiler briefly summarizes the most important
historiographical studies of Texas Indians and concludes that no definitive
synthesis of the subject has been written. Tate suggests that such a future
study be chronological and interdisciplinary, incorporating archaeological and
anthropological techniques and emphasizing inter-tribal relationships-a tall
order.
It is hard to criticize such a strong, clearly focused effort. Although the
bibliographer may have overlooked a few precious nuggets while mining western libraries and archives, he expertly lays open the richest veins for future
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researchers to share. For the specialist the motherlode of information is well
worth the sizeable stake required to purchase a copy.
B. Byron Price
National Cowboy Hall of Fame, Oklahoma City

Quanah Parker and His People. By Bill Neeley. (Slaton, Texas: Brazos Press, 1986.
xv + 212 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
A central force in the story of Quanah Parker, Eagle of the Comanches,
was the struggle between Indians and whites for land-Comanche land. Ironically, Quanah, son of white captive Cynthia Ann Parker and Comanche Chief
Peta Nocona, became caught between the two worlds of his ancestry. Author
Neeley told of both worlds, beginning in 1836 when Comanches captured nineyear-old Cynthia Ann from her Parker relatives in Texas. Quanah remained
loyal to his Comanche heritage all his life, but he emerged as a leader of the
tribe at the proper time to direct them on a new course of reservation life,
walking the white man's road.
Not much information exists on Quanah's early life, but customs of the
Comanches provided typical activities in which the young Quanah no doubt
engaged. These included religious ceremonies using the drug peyote, going
on the war trail, life on the reservation, and Indian burial rites. Quanah's later
years as a rancher have been the most documented and reveal the chief's
transition from the free days of roaming the plains after buffalo to adopting
white man's ways. Quanah made friends with many whites including Texas
ranchers Burk Burnett and Tom Waggoner. He also became a confidant of
President Theodore Roosevelt.
Publication of the author's research on Quanah Parker became the Texas
Sesquicentennial project of the Swisher County Museum in Tulia, Texas. Author
Neeley secured over two thousand pages of documentary material during the
course of his research, which he donated to the Panhandle Plains Historical
Museum at Canyon, Texas.
Technical problems persist in the book, the most noticeable being excessively long quotes from both secondary and primary sources. Some quotations
are not footnoted, while an asterisk guides the reader to other explanatory
material. All in all, however, both Neeley and the Swisher County Historical
Society should be commended for their interest in preserving Quanah's story.
J'Nell L. Pate
Tarrant County Junior College, Fort Worth, Texas

Science Encounters the Indian, 1820-1880: The Early Years of American Ethnology.
By Robert E. Bieder. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1986. xiii + 290
pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95.)
Science Encounters the Indian traces the impact that the presence of American
Indians had upon the burgeoning discipline of ethnology in nineteenth-century
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America. This lucid and well-written book concentrates upon ethnology, but
it has significant implications for general American intellectual and cultural
history, for students of government Indian policy, for historians of military
conflicts with Native Americans, and for ethnohistorians and anthropologists.
Bieder demonstrates how specific eighteenth-century Enlightenment theories
(especially the Scottish variants) about human intellectual growth, social
"advancement," and human interaction with the natural environment affected
nineteenth-century ethnological thought. President Thomas Jefferson and his
Swiss-born Secretary of the Treasury, Albert Gallatin (1761-1849), held an
Enlightenment "belief in stages of social progress beginning with savagism
continuing through barbarism and eventually culminating in civilization....
This places them [Indians] not outside history but at its very beginning" (pp.
8-9). Jefferson, Gallatin, and their intellectual heirs "perceived man as one
species with a progressive culture" (p. 17).
Other thinkers derided this Enlightenment view of mankind, especially
when referring to non-Caucasian societies and races. Philadelphia physician
Samuel G. Morton (1799-1851) studied human skulls. He measured cranial
capacity and became convinced that God had created Indians, blacks, and
whites separately. Furthermore, Morton believed that "racial" characteristics
were immutable.
Bieder juxtaposes Gallatin's monogenist, "progressive" developmental views
against Morton's polygenist, racial determinism. Gallatin and Morton were
the polar extremes, while Ephraim George Squier (1821-1888), a progressive
developmental polygenist, and Henry Rowe Schoolcraft (1793-1864), a monogenist who tended to view Indians through the eyes of a racial and cultural
determinist, represented permeations along this intellectual spectrum. Bieder
notes how each thinker's own personality, his reworking of scientific notions,
and his interactions (if any) with Indians shaped his distinctive ethnological
theories. While concentrating on these key men, Bieder does not neglect individuals like Lewis Cass, Peter S. Du Ponceau, Josiah Nott, and others who
figured in these debates.
These furious and bitter arguments about polygenism and the intellectual
and social potential of humans were not mere academic exercises but were
instead fraught with grave consequences for Indians and blacks. These issues
were crucial to a "society that was splitting itself over the question of slavery,
eager to expand its boundaries westward and south into Mexico, and proclaiming that none but whites should rule." Bieder writes, "The question of
the capacity of the 'inferior' dark races for progress had tremendous political
and social implications" (p. 83).
The notions of Jefferson and Gallatin took a tremendous critical pounding
from Morton and others, but, due to Lewis Henry Morgan (1818-1881), social
evolutionism, a reinvigorated modernized Enlightenment developmentalism
shorn of Biblical chronology, emerged to dominate American anthropology
until the beginning of the twentieth century. The preeminence of Morgan and
his ethnological method coincided with the creation of the Bureau of Ethnology
in 1879. Bureau director John Wesley Powell virtually enshrined Morgan's
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theories, which "left a paradigm for the study of the American Indian to a
generation of anthropologists" (p. 244). Morgan "carried on the Enlightenment
tradition of social progress, of man marching toward civilization, into late
nineteenth-century anthropology" (p. 243).
This is an intriguing and important theme in the history of Indian contact
with non-Indians in North America and Bieder tells it well. Science Encounters
the Indian also raises important questions. Bieder's study notes informal but
persistent contact between various enthnologists and the War Department, a
relationship that persists throughout the sixty years of this study. Indeed, by
1880 the U.S. Army had a coterie of self-styled ethnological fieldworkers. Did
changing patterns of ethnological thought have any impact on military thinking
about Indians, or was ethnology merely a "hobby" for a few officers? The
persistence of Enlightenment views of man and "progress" after the Civil War
buttresses Francis Paul Prucha's determination that government Indian policy
in this period was assimilationist, not exterminationist. Ethnohistorians, too,
should ponder Science Encounters the Indian and similar studies which probe
the mind set of earlier generations of ethnologists and observers of Indians.
Only a full appreciation of their cultural and intellectual predispositions will
permit proper evaluation of their ethnological narratives. The fact that a given
observer was a "progressive monogenist" or a "polygenist, racial determinist"
in bias would seriously govern what they saw in'a native culture and hence
how their ethnological material should be read today. Bieder's Science Encounters the Indian is a valuable, insightful book that makes a distinct contribution
to several fields of Indian-non-Indian history.
Joseph c. Porter
Center for Western Studies, JoslynArt Museum, Omaha

Essays on the Mexican War. Edited by Douglas W. Richmond. (College Station:
Texas A&M University Press, 1986. xiv + 99 pp. Illustrations, notes. $17.50.)
I

This slender volume includes the 1985 Walter Prescott Webb Memorial
Lectures. It consists of three brief essays, "President Polk's New England Tour,"
by Wayne Cutler, "Polk and His Generals," by John S. D. Eisenhower, and
"The Monarchist Conspiracy and the Mexican War," by Miguel E. Soto. In
addition, editor Douglas W. Richmond has appended a few letters by a participant in the war. An appropriate subject for continuing study, the conflict
between the United States and Mexico has not been at the center of historical
attention for some time. These essays attempt to rekindle interest in the war
by summarizing recent scholarly findings.
The Cutler essay on President Polk's 1847 tour of New England suggests
that Polk was trying to rally support for the war by emphasizing American
unity and support for general territorial expansion to insure future national
unity. However accurate this conclusion, Cutler's essay does little to develop
it clearly. Rather it follows the President from one train ride to another across
the region. This is moderately interesting, but hardly significant. Eisenhower's
discussion focuses on the jealousy and pettiness demonstrated by the President
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and by generals Winfield Scott and Zachary Taylor, and how this hindered the
war effort. The author claims that the quarrels among these men resulted from
circumstances rather than their personalities, but Eisenhower's discussion often
contradicts that assertion. Miguel Soto portrays monarchist strivings in Mexico
asa divisive force there. He shows how "patriotic" Mexican leaders felt pushed
into a bellicose stance toward the United States in order to gain or to maintain
a solid political base within that country.
Following these essays, editor Richmond includes eight short letters by
Andrew Trussell, a Mississippi volunteer in the war. These offer a surprisingly
open-minded view of Mexican society and of American military life there. Still,
they bear little connection to the rest of the volume and one wonders why
they were included.
As a memorial to the ideas and scholarship of Walter Prescott Webb, this
book is a disappointment. The essays offer no new grand theory or new data.
In fact, the book offers little to scholars and is so thin that it has less interest
for general readers. The editor has failed to provide a unifying theme, and as
a result I find little to recommend here.
Roger L. Nichols
University of Arizona

In Mexican Prisons: The Journal of Eduard Harkort, 1832-1834. Edited by Louis E.
Brister. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1986. xii + 194 pp.
Illustration, notes, bibliography, index. $23.50.)
The name of Eduard Harkort is not to be found among the voluminous
entries within The Handbook of Texas. Yet Harkort was the only European to
have served as an officer under Santa Anna in the Benemerito de la patria, and
later, as "principal engineer" in the army of General Sam Houston during the
Texas Revolution. Harkort's obscurity is largely a result of his untimely death
in August 1836 of yellow fever while supervising the construction of Fort Travis
on Galveston Island.
In December 1827 Harkort, son of a wealthy German manufacturer, deserted
his wife and seven children at age thirty and sailed for Mexico to assume the
position of mining engineer in Oaxaca. With the exception of one brief trip to
London, Harkort would spend the remainder of his life in Mexico and Texas.
While in Mexico, he constructed and operated a major silver ore smelting
furnace for the Mexican Company. After a dispute with his superior at the
mining ,concern, Harkort resigned to utilize his talents as a free-lance cartographer and surveyor. During this time, he renewed his effort to provide a
detailed map of Oaxaca. Unfortunately, Santa Anna's rebellion against Bustamante made Harkort's geographical pursuits impossible. As a romantic federalist, Harkort fought with Santa Anna against the centralist regime, was
wounded, and later, imprisoned at the Perote fortress. It is within the cell at
San Carlos de Perote that Harkort's journal entries begin in June 1832.
Santa Anna's triumphal victory celebration, referred to by Harkort in his
last journal entry, December 28, 1832, was soon followed by the general's
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transformation into a centralist. This change caused Harkort to take up arms
against Santa Anna. After capture and defeat at Zacatecas in May 1835 and
imprisonment for the second time at Perote, Harkort was deported to New
Orleans as an undesirable alien. In New Orleans, Harkort was received into
the exile community by General Jose Antonio Mejia and Valentin Gomez Farias.
Mejia most likely introduced Harkort to Stephen F. Austin, Minister to the
United States from Texas. Austin persuaded Harkort to join forces with the
Texans in their struggle for independence from Mexico. Although he managed
to avoid direct military action, Harkort was of enormous service to Texas in
supervising the construction of fortifications at Galveston.
For historians, Harkort's greatest legacy remains his eyewitness account
of life in the Perote and Puebla prisons, the successful prison escape, and
military action under the command of Santa Anna. While the accounts are
often sketchy, they still provide a unique view of a fascinating man during a
decisive period in the history of Mexico. In 1858, Harkort's son-in-law, Ferdinand Gustav Kuhne, an accomplished essayist and writer, published Harkort's prison diary under the title Aus Mejacanischen Gefangnissen (From Mexican
Prisons). While preparing a translation of William von Rosenberg's Kritik, Louis
Brister became interested in von Rosenberg's special mention of Harkort as
chief of engineers under Houston. Further research uncovered a copy of Kuhne's
treatment of Harkort's prison journal at the Texas State Library. Brister's superb
translation of the journal also contains a thoroughly documented biography
of Harkort in the introduction and detailed annotations. Three letters to friends
written in 1834 and 1835 are included at the end of the journal.
In Mexican Prisons, edited and translated by Louis Brister, is an essential
volume for scholars focusing on Mexico and the Southwest during a turbulent
episode in the history of Mexico.
John W. Crain
Dallas Historical Society

Mexican Lobby: Matias Romero in Washington, 1861-1867. Edited by Thomas D.
and Ebba W. Schoonover. (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1986. xviii
+ 184 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $21.00.)
Matias Romero served as Mexican charge and minister to the United States
throughout much of the last four decades of the nineteenth century. From his
work on the Civil War and early Reconstruction periods, Dollars Over Dominion:
The Triumph of Liberalism in United States-Mexican Relations, 1861-1871, Thomas
Schoonover recognized the value of numerous recorded observations of this
foreign diplomat and has collected a number of Romero's personal insights
into this country's political affairs.
The Schoonovers organized the book chronologically around the accounts
of seventy-five personal conversations with political, military, and business
figures, which Romero had composed for' his superiors. The Schoonovers
extracted and translated these memoranda for record from the voluminous
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correspondence Romero edited and published. The editors organized the materials by year and provided a summary introduction for those accounts relating
to each particular year. The greatest concentration pertains to the years 18651866. The book also contains an essay on both Mexican and United States
sources relating to the period, a rather thorough bibliography of Romero's
published works, and a detailed index.
There are several things that tend to detract from the book. In his efforts
to establish the thoroughness of his efforts in Washington, Romero goes into
considerable detail about the actual process of lobbying. Consequently, his
memoranda occasionally read like an itinerary. Moreover, there is no indication
of what instructions from his government Romero may have received. As a
result, he tends always to be operating independently in isolation and the
accounts shed little light on the policy of the Juarez government. Romero's
comments need editorially to be placed in the context of his own government's
diplomatic strategy. In addition there needs to be more background information
provided for various individuals referred to in some of Romero's comments.
This shortcoming tends to limit the appeal of the book to specialists on the
Civil War and Reconstruction periods.
This work, nevertheless, has numerous positive features. Romero was an
experienced and knowledgeable diplomat, and his perceptions of both wartorn United States and post-war political strife are especially insightful. Clearly,
these observations demonstrate the relationship between domestic and foreign
affairs. Finally, Romero's comments shed considerable light on the domestic
political activities of such military personnel as General Ulysses S. Grant and
General John M. Schofield, which, by the way, took place long before there
was a National Security Council.
Several specific groups should find this work particularly helpful. Those
interested in the actions of foreign lobbyists should benefit substantially, for
Romero was a master at disseminating favorable information, coordinating the
support of sympathizers, and generally wining and dining the elite. Certainly,
those interested in the Civil War-Reconstruction era and those concerned with
diplomatic history should also consult this work.
W. E. Gibbs
New Mexico Military Institute

Eagle in the New World: German Immigration to Texas and America. Edited by
Theodore Gish and Richard Spuler. (College Station: Texas A&M University
Press, 1986. xxiv + 252 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, index. $28.50.)
As the tricentennial anniversary of German settlement in America, the
year 1983 witnessed a number of ceremonies, festivals, and symposia commemorating three hundred years of German migration to North America, and
the countless social, political, economic, and cultural contributions of GermanAmericans to development of the United States. The present volume of ten
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essays owes its existence to such a symposium held at the University of Houston in September 1983. The papers published in this volume cover a familiar
but wide range of topics including history, folklore, literature, the visual arts,
gender roles, and language. Overa1l, the quality of the papers is high, and the
editors' excellent introduction provides useful and incisive summaries of individual presentations.
.
Deserving special notice are Gunter Moltmann's essay, "Roots in Germany:
Immigration and Acculturation of German-Americans," and Lutz Rohrich's
paper, "German Emigrant Songs." Both of these studies illuminate ~he German
immigrant experience from mutually complementary perspectives. In his discussion of German immigration, settlement, and acculturation in North America, Moltmann employs a blend of historical statistics, excerpts from contemporary
literary and journalistic sources, and personal memoirs to highlight the history
of Germans in America. Rohrich presents a variety of emigrant songs reflecting
the great diversity of human emotions felt by thousands of Germans who faced
the fear, the uncertainty, and the hope underlying the immigration experience.
The English translation of the twenty-eight German songs by Richard Spuler,
one of the editors, is excellent.
Particularly notable also are the papers by Glen E. Lich, Hubert P. Heinen,
and Joseph Wilson. In his paper on the cultural, historical, geographic, and
economic factors that shaped German settlement in Texas, Lich cuts across
several areas of scholarly inquiry, giving attention to such diverse influences
as social status among the immigrants, and the Texas climate and soil. In his
essay, "The Consciousness of Being German: Regional Literature in German
Texas," Heinen discusses the dominant national characteristics shared by most
German-Texan authors with their native counterparts. Marking the inception
of German-Texan literature with a song from 1845 by Prince Carl von SolmsBraunfels, an aristocratic pioneer of German settlement in Texas, Heinen discusses works by some sixteen German-Texan novelIsts, essayists, and poets.
In his excellent study, "Texas German and Other American Immigrant Languages: Problems and Prospects," Wilson presents a convincing argument for
Texas German (and American German) not as a dialect, "but as a form of
standard German" with regional coloration (p. 224). Underscoring the urgency
of the task, he calls for a concentrated effort to record interviews with members
of the gen.eration that still speaks Texas German, and to preserve their letters,
diaries, and old documents written in German for study by future generations.
Two other important essays, by Anneliese Harding and James Patrick
McGuire respectively, reinforce the thesis that much of what is popularly considered typically American art is actually the work of German immigrants (p.
166). Harding catalogues briefly the careers of some twenty-eight GermanAmerican artists. McGuire discusses the careers and contributions of more
than twenty German immigrant painters in nineteenth-century Texas, including Carl G. von Iwonski, Richard Petri, and Hermann Lungkwitz. Both studies
contain a wealth of information on the recognized masters as well as on their
less well-known colleagues.
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The papers by Gilbert J. Jordan, Hans Galinsky, and the two-part essay
by Dona Reeves-Marquardt and Ingeborg Ruberg McCoy also should be considered valuable additions to the growing body of research on German-Americana. Galinsky contrasts the immigrant, native German, and American view
of the German in America, while the other two papers deal with the genesis,
form, and preservation of the German-Texan values and folk heritage. Most
of Jordan's essay is based on or taken from his two books, Yesterday in the Texas
Hill Country and German Texana. In the joint study, "Tales of the Grandmothers:
Women as Purveyors of German-Texan Culture," Reeves-Marquardt makes a
strong case for balancing the historical records with increased attention to the
narratives, letters, and memoirs of German-Texas women, not just the "significant" women (p. 205), but the many pioneer grandmothers who recorded
their experiences. McCoy, in examining a selection from Ottilie Fuchs Goeth's
autobiography, Was Grossmutter Erziihlt, applies the metaphor of quilting to the
narrator's own process of cultural adaptation and narrative structure. Unfortunately, McCoy's flawed reading of the German text has produced several
whimsical inaccuracies and anachronisms in her translation (p. 211) of the
grandmother's memoir: Earl Zeppelin for Graf Zeppelin; skeins for Staffage (quilting frame); wind [air] for Lust (joy); and suitcases for Koffer (chests, trunks).
The volume concludes with brief biographical notes on the contributors
and the editors.
Louis E. Brister
Southwest Texas State University

An American Odyssey: The Autobiography of a 19th-Century Scotsman, Robert Brownlee, At the Request of His Children, Napa County, California, October 1892. Edited
by Patricia A. Etter. (Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 1986. xvii +
240 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $23.00 cloth, $12.00
paper.)
Speaking of Odysseys, perhaps editor Patricia Etter has earned that praiseworthy encomium quite as much as the Scots immigrant Robert Brownlee.
Editor Etter, assisted by her husband, and especially by the descendants of
Brownlee (to whom she dedicates her book), has for some years immersed
herself in court records, land titles, dusty newspapers, manuscript collections,
crumbling buildings, and disappearing trails across the United States. Trained
in archaeology, Etter has quite literally explored the ground worked and crossed
by the peripatetic Brownlee. For many researchers the value of this book will
lie in her superb annotations quite as much as in Brownlee's "autobiography."
In 1892, approximately a half century after most of the events recounted
in this book occurred, Robert Brownlee began writing his memoirs. That manuscript forms the narrative nucleus for An American Odyssey. His letters (selections from which have appeared earlier in the work of historians Ralph Bieber,
Owen Coy, and Grant Foreman) further buttress the "autobiography." Hearing
of New York City's great fire in 1835, Scots stonemason Brownlee departed
Scotland, "parted with parents and many others, never more to meet on this
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earth, hoping we may all meet in a better place never more to part" (p. 18).
His moves from New York City to North Carolina to Arkansas-he labored
there from 1837 to 1849 when California's gold fever overcame him-is typical
of thousands of foot-loose mid-century sojourners. Less than thirty pages of
An American Odyssey are devoted to his post-gold rush years in Northern California.
Etter begins each of her eight chapters with a few pages of biohistorical
scene-painting. Brownlee's prosaic "autobiography" follows; thereafter the reader
is provided with extensive footnotes ferreted out by the editor. Her training
as an archaeologist certainly paid off. Heretofore the southern route to the
gold fields has received considerably less attention than the more popular
northern route, so much so that numerous trail site enigmas remain. Thanks
to her field work, Etter resolves some; similarly helpful are her two appendixes:
a record of gold rush migrants from Arkansas; and an update of extant southern
route journals.
In themselves Brownlee's memoirs are hardly rich enough to justify the
time and money poured into this attractive book. However, thanks to Etter's
very readable editorial notes, supplemented by pertinent maps and photos,
"just another goldseeker's account" emerges as a singular contribution to western American history.
Ted C. Hinckley
San Jose State University

Hunting and Trading on the Great Plains, 1859-1875. By James R. Mead. Edited
by Schuyler Jones. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1986. xx + 276
pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $22.95.)
Today in Wichita, Kansas' largest city, James R. Mead is remembered as
one of the founding fathers of the cattle and trading town established at the
confluence of the Little and Big Arkansas rivers on Osage land in 1868. But he
was much more, as this informative memoir prepared by his grandson, an
Oxford anthropologist, demonstrates.
Born in Vermont and raised on a farm near Davenport, Iowa, Mead left
for the Great Plains on May 4, 1859. With a team, a wagon, a horse, and in
company with several companions who like Mead were attracted west by the
Colorado gold fields, but who soon saw great opportunity as Indian traders,
Mead wrote his father soon thereafter, "Of one thing you can rest assured, I
can take care of myself." Earlier, in the spring of 1854, after a hard day plowing
an Iowa cornfield, Mead had confided in his diary, "I intend to follow some
better trade than this."
Four decades later (in 1894, the date the memoir terminates), when Mead
travelled the old Chisholm Trail by greater comfort of the Rock Island Railroad,
and where west of EI Reno he found the Cheyennes and Arapahoes little more
than the "miserable remnants of a former proud and haughty race," the former
Iowa farmer had hunted, trapped, and traded with Indians from the Saline
and Smoky Hill valleys to the lower Arkansas, and at Round Pond Creek in
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the Indian Territory. By then he also was experienced in banking, railroad and
town promotion, state politics, and mining in Colorado. On any scale he was
a successful frontier entrepreneur, but his recollections and careful details of
hunting and Indian trading are among the finest available in print today.
Certainly his personal acquaintance and contacts with such notable frontier
personalities as Jesse Chisholm, William Bent, Jesse Leavenworth, Kit Carson,
William Mathewson (his brother-in-law), and the distinguished Kiowa leader,
Satanta, will be of considerable interest to students of western history and the
plains in the 1860s.
Curiously, and all the more so from the perspective of a professional
anthropologist, editor Jones determined "not to go further than the identification ofpeople and places." This is unfortunate, for Mead's rich experiences
offer an unusual opportunity to integrate, by critical editorial comment, a
remarkable, first-hand account of a controversial episode in Indian/white relations. The reader, then, finds his intellectual appetite whetted but not satisfied
by this publication. Mead is largely left to speak for himself.
William E. Unrau
Wichita State University

The Forgotten Cattle King. By Benton R. White. (College Station: Texas A&M
University Press, 1986. xviii + 138 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendix, notes,
bibliography, index. $14.95.)
Lost opportunities are always particularly poignant. This statement applies
both to the life of the protagonist of this work and to the book itself. Author
White has discovered a treasure trove of original materials: the business and
personal papers of Fountain Goodlet Oxsheer, which he supplements with
interviews with many of the younger participants in his tale. Out of these
copious materials, amply supported by secondary sources, he has reconstructed in impressive detail the family and financial history of an early Texas
cattleman. The result is an entertaining volume that reads like fiction, tracing
the creation of a spectacular cattle empire through challenges by farmers,
natural disasters, and economic hard times to the dissipation of that hard-won
inheritance by a wastrel second generation.
What the casual reader may see as this book's strengths-its liveliness,
detail, and readability-create some concern in the mind of the professional
historian. White is careful to substantiate the minutiae of Oxsheer's life, which
gives the book much of its appealing flavor. Inclusion, however, does not
always indicate relevance. But it is not lack of discrimination so much as
weakness of interpretation which mars the work. White's reliance upon family
papers has led him to adopt unquestioningly the perspective of his title character. The result is hagiography rather than history.
White's lack of professional "distance" from his material comes through
in both style and substance. For example, he uses direct quotes to provide
local color, but in citing interviews as sources seldom makes the identity of
the actual speaker clear. In particular, his descriptions of Reconstruction in
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Texas lack objectivity; this historian must take issue with statements that the
U.S. Army "carried out a purge," replacing local officials "often ... with vicious
incompetents ... strutting little bantam roosters backed by Federal bayonets"
(p. 9). Such may well have been the opinion of local residents, but trained
professionals in the historical field have an obligation to differentiate between
the views of their subjects and more dispassionate, documentable conclusions.
The author's inability to separate his own voice from that of his subject at this
critical point casts suspicion over the rest of his narrative.
White has written a biography that may please many buffs but which,
sadly, squanders a greater opportunity to create the kind of history which
retains great personal appeal while adhering to the high degree of sophistication demonstrated by the best of recent western history. This failure is particularly distressing because his material obviously carries sufficient interest to
support the kind of bridge between popular and professional history the field
so clearly needs.
Cynthia Sturgis
Texas Tech University

This I Can Leave You: A Woman's Days on the Pitchfork Ranch. By Mamie Sypert
Burns. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1986. xxviii + 281 pp.
Illustrations. $16.95.)
In 1942 D (for Douglas) Burns was hired as manager for the huge Pitchfork
Ranch in West Texas, but it was two years before the entrenched ranch hands
accepted him and his wife. His wife Mamie was a lively, high-class gal accustomed to giving orders, until a wetback hand good-naturedly informed her
that she was not "caporal" (boss) but "segunda." She soon discovered that to
males on the ranch, including her husband, she was not just "second" but
even "last," except inside the house. Mamie's strength was in manipulating
these stubborn men to do what she wanted done. Her sketches of her many
years on the Pitchfork can be useful to feminists only in showing how a ranch
woman, even a modern one, even the wife of the manager, was subservient
to men. Non-feminists will be gratified to note that for Mamie these years were
happy ones.
Unlike other ranch women, Mamie did not have to fight poverty, illness,
and loneliness. Mamie and D lived in a mansion and never lacked for money,
or for rich and famous visitors. There is a lot of material here for writers needing
background on the high and low society of a big Texas ranch. As I read it I
wished that the soap opera Dallas had used Mamie's people and situations
instead of all those phony characters and sets.
The sketches are of ranch hands, maids, cooks, houseguests, and grandchildren who lived with Mamie and D for years, and for whom the book was
written. Mamie wrote of real people in authentic settings, but her treatment
is fictitious, and her sketches are admittedly exaggerated ("the truth and a lot
more" said her husband), which is a problem only to fastidious historians.
Mamie's book is probably not an important one except to her family, but as a
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light-hearted look at a big Texas ranch from a woman's viewpoint, it makes
fun and fruitful reading for everyone.
Janet Lecompte
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Mining the Summit: Colorado's Ten Mile District, 1860-1960. By Stanley Dempsey
and James E. Fell, Jr. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1986. xiv + 306
pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95.)
Mining camps generally provide such a wealth of human drama that they
are exciting to research and compelling to read about. The drama is certainly
here in this excellent study of Colorado's Ten Mile District. Located west of
Denver and slightly north of Leadville, Ten Mile followed the pattern of most
Rocky Mountain mining districts, "molded by the same social, economic, and
political forces shaping the entire nation...." Fell, a noted historian, and
Dempsey, a lawyer (with a bachelor's degree in geology) ably describe the
geology, technology, litigation, and personalities who played leading roles in
developing the district's isolated camps, beset by harsh winters and capricious
ores.
Hardy prospectors trekked from Denver and the nearby districts into Ten
Mile Creek's high valley in 1860 and 1861 to find gold. Although the boom
quickly faded, in 1877 rich silver ores brought fifteen thousand people to newly
founded Leadville, which in turn revived interest in the Ten Mile country.
George B. Robinson, Leadville's most successful merchant, grubstaked two
miners who located rich claims on Sheep Mountain, and by early 1879 town
planners had founded Carbonateville, Kokomo, Recen, and Robinson's Camp.
By the end of 1880, the Denver and Rio Grande Railway ran its tracks to
Leadville and then pushed into Robinson and Kokomo. Business and professional people flocked to the Ten Mile camps. The following year, the Robinson
mine and a few others produced a spectacular $2.6 million in silver. But the
rich carbonate ores were exhausted. A fire destroyed Kokomo in October 1881
and in November, one of his guards accidentally shot and killed Robinson, the
state's newly elected lieutenant governor. Within five years, only a few people
lived amidst the boarded-up houses of Kokomo-Recen (merged following the
fire).
The Union Pacific Railroad's South Park line opened a track from Breckenridge through the valley to Leadville in February 1884, but the nation's
economy slumped and Ten Mile continued to decline. World War I and World
War II boosted prices for Ten Mile's metals, but it was the demand for molybdenum that enabled the district to survive during the 1950s and 1960s. American Metal Climax, Inc., one of the world's largest and most diversified mining
companies, acquired all essential land in Ten Mile during the 1960s and early
1970s for its tailing ponds. Over the years, as the tailings settled to the valley
floor, they gradually buried the sites of the old mining towns.
This well-written book conveys the excitement, optimism, frustrations,
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and disillusionments that marked the rise and fall of most of the Rocky Mountain mining districts. I only wish some of the places mentioned in the text had
been included in a third map. Scholars interested in mining will profit from
this well-researched study as well as those Coloradans interested in learning
this part of their state's history.
Jim Berry Pearson
North Texas State University

Closing the Frontier: Radical Response in Oklahoma, 1889-1923. By John Thompson.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1986. xiii + 262 pp. Illustrations,
charts, notes, bibliography, index. $18.00.)
John Thompson's book on Oklahoma radical politics begins with the first
land rush in 1889 into Oklahoma Territory and ends with the impeachment of
Farmer-Labor Governor Jack Walton in 1923. The author divides the book into
three parts, aside from an introduction and a conclusion: first, the territorial
years of 1889 to 1907, when the Farmers' Alliance, the People's Party, and the
Socialist Party are in focus; second, early statehood and the closing of the
frontier, from 1907 to 1916 (a Socialist heyday); and 1916 to 1923, years of
antiradicalism and of what Thompson calls neopopulism.
In each of the three parts, Thompson makes a central distinction between
southern and eastern Oklahoma, a land of cotton tenants, black emigrants
from the Deep South, and various Indians; and northern and western Oklahoma, a land of wheat farmers and oil drillers that was tied into a wider
capitalist economy as the other Oklahoma was not. He draws the dividing line
roughly along present Interstates 44 and 40 (p. 20), making the two regions a
bit different from the line between the old Oklahoma and Indian Territories,
a more functional division at least before 1907. But this fuzziness is not a
problem. One should question, instead, whether the idea of two Oklahomas,
one pre-capitalist and more radical and the other a capitalist periphery in the
Wallerstein-Braudel sense and not so radical, is overdrawn. To some extent it
is, especially since Thompson does not quite manage to explain how degrees
of radicalism correspond operationally to degrees of capitalist involvement.
But the idea is nonetheless interesting and will bear more discussion.
The early chapters on the Alliance and Populism are thin on primary
sources, but the discussion of Socialism after 1907 is grounded in newspapers
and other documents. The editing could be improved: "Argensinger" consistently appears instead of "Argersinger"; Cary McMilliams or Carry McWilliams
for Carey McWilliams; and William Ivory (for Ivy) Hair. And his editors-no
doubt following Turabian who knew nothing about Populism-have forced
Thompson to refer to the People's Party as Populism but its members as populists (small "p"). This decision does Thompson a disservice because he would
probably not confuse the Populists of the 1890s with latter-day "populists" like
George Wallace or who-knows-whom.
The book inevitably invites comparison with James Green's Grass-Roots
Socialism (1978), which extends the story to 1943 and rests more obviously on
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a framework of class conflict drawn from E. P. Thompson. Green did not
attempt to relate Oklahoma radicalism to the frontier as this book does (a
frontier drawn less from Turner than from Webb). The author is not altogether
successful because he does not specify just how the crunch of land and resource
shortages made people radical. But he does offer emigration of potentially
radical tenants and small landowners as a reason for the decline of radicalism
in the 1920s, which also makes sense for the 1890s.
Despite these problems, John Thompson's book should be read by anyone
concerned with political and economic radicalism in Oklahoma and the Great
Plains.
Walter Nugent
University of Notre Dame

Union Busting in the Tri-State: The Oklahoma, Kansas, and Missouri Metal Workers'
Strike of 1935. By George G. Suggs, Jr. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1986. xiv + 282 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index.
$22.50.)
George G. Suggs' Union Busting reminds us that even the better-explored
regions of labor history still hold many secrets. Although the central event in
this book is a major Depression-era strike by an AFL (and later CIO) affiliated
union, it has taken five decades for a comprehensive study of the strike to
appear. Besides rescuing from scholarly oblivion what he rightly regards as a
significant event, Suggs sets out to use the strike to exemplify several developments affecting workers during the 1930s. Both aims are worthwhile, and
both are realized.
The Tri-State Mining District of Oklahoma, Kansas, and Missouri was a
major producer of lead and zinc concentrates during the first half of the twentieth century. Miners and mill workers in the district received low pay, endured
bad working conditions, and were unorganized. The region was a "scab center"
for companies in need of strikebreakers, and Suggs provides an interesting
discussion of the combination of values that created strong antiunion sentiment
among its workers. By 1933, conditions had so deteriorated that an organizing
campaign by the International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers enjoyed
limited success; rievertheless, most companies in the District refused to
acknowledge the union's existence. Under increasing pressure to show results,
union leaders in 1935 called an ill-advised strike. It was broken quickly, thanks
in part to the emergence of a back-to-work movement, which soon evolved
into a company union. This new Tri-State Metal Mine and Smelter Workers
Union, with strong management backing, devoted itself to winning the support
of mine and mill workers, serving the interests of its patron companies, and
crushing residual loyalty to the International Union. It was remarkably successful: the International Union could not organize effectively in the district
until the National Labor Relations Board in 1939 exposed the Tri-State as a
company union, and even then it had limited success. The International Union
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ceased to be a factor in district labor relations shortly after World War II because
of lingering antiunion sentiment and union factionalism.
Although the title might suggest a narrowly focused book, Union Busting
ranges far afield: Suggs' extensive research is evident in his treatment of everything from the characteristics of the district's work force to the complex progress of the International Union's complaints through the bureaucracy of the
National Labor Relations Board. The result is an impressively detailed, wellexecuted study of a fascinating chapter in the history of American labor.
Gary L. Bailey
Indiana University

The Magnificent Experiment: Building the Salt River Reclamation Project 1890-1917.
By Karen L. Smith. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1986. xii + 200 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $22.50.)
The Salt River originates in Arizona's White Mountains, 180 miles east of
Phoenix. Precipitation in these mountains measures from five to six times the
fewer than seven inches that fall annually on Phoenix. But this precipitation
follows no predictable cyclical schedule. Prolonged droughts can last for years
while unanticipated and uncontrollable flood waters can rush down the otherwise quiet Salt River bed.
As early as 1857, Anglo pioneers recognized the need for an extensive
irrigation system, and by 1900 Phoenix had become the center of 180,000
irrigated acres. But the vagaries of Arizona climate prompted Phoenicians to
look for more reliable storage and flood control system, as well as a more
regulated and equitably-shared canal plan. The lack of capital to do the work
needed for such a monumental project forced farmers and other landowners
to ask Washington, D.C. for help.
In 1902, by coincidence, President Theodore Roosevelt signed the National
Reclamation Act into law, thus authorizing the use of federal funds to build
flood control and water storage dams. The first major program to benefit from
this act was the Salt River Project. In 1905, construction began on a dam at
the confluence of the Salt River and Tonto Creek. In March 1911 Roosevelt
dedicated the dam-with a reservoir capacity of 1.4 million acre feet-in his
name. Today the Salt River Project serves a 372 square-mile area, all within
Arizona's Maricopa County.
In The MagIJificent Experiment Karen Smith details, in particular, the bureaucratic, political, and human relations problems that characterized the insemination, gestation, and birth of the Salt River Project. As in all collective human
endeavors, the whole "experiment" was fraught with personality clashes, greed,
and "deals." The most critical problems involved reconciling the differences
Qetween officials of the U.s. Department of the Interior and local Arizona land
users. Each group had its own notion of what the project's use, organization,
and administration should be. Smith's incisive and pertinent comments on the
practical dynamics of water politics demonstrate her admirable mastery of the
subject.

a
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The book, well-written, stylistically clear, and rich with appropriate and
telling details, stays close to the promise of its title with no unsure deviations.
Business and law, politics, and organization rather than technical hydrology
remain Smith's foci. While basic tensions may be found in the confrontation
of local land users and federal bureaucracy, birthing the Salt River Project was
a relatively "clean" episode in Arizona history when compared to the eastern
corporate manipulation of other Arizona natural resources during the same
period.
Since Karen Smith had access to and used many documents from the Salt
River Project's archives, the book reflects an honest, balanced, open-and
laudable-attitude on the part of the project's current management, an attitude
which quite obviously fosters an uncensored understanding of this important
part of Arizona's history.
James W. Byrkit
Northern Arizona University

Landmarks of the West: A Guide to Historic Sites. By Kent Ruth. (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1986. 309 pp. Illustrations, maps, index. $39.50 cloth, $17.50
paper.)
In 1963, the University of Oklahoma Press published Kent Ruth's Great
Day In the West: Forts, Posts, and Rendezvous Beyond the Mississippi. In it, Professor
Ruth described "147 of the great frontier sites of the Trans-Mississippi West."
One page of the text was used to describe the site with one or more illustrations
of the site on the facing page. History of the site and other pertinent information was capsulated. Of course, there are many thousands of historic sites
in the United States, federal, state, and local, and selection of the sites in this
volume was made by Professor Ruth with assistance from National Park Service
historians and other knowledgeable persons.
"That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet." But
this review is not of a rose-it is of a book. Now comes the University of
Nebraska Press with a revised edition of Great Day In the West titled Landmarks
of the West: A Guide to Historic Sites, with a new preface by the author. There
are other changes. For instance, Drake's Bay in the first printing has been
dropped from the revised edition, for a very simple reason-the landing site
of Sir Francis Drake in New Albion has never been established to the satisfaction
of all interested parties. At this time, it is still a matter of contention between
California historians and history buffs. Changes have also been made in pictures to illustrate the sites and in a number of cases, more recent photographs
have been used. A map of the trans-Mississippi West has been added on which
is delineated the various pioneer and other trails and existing cities adjacent
to the named sites.
Perhaps in the not-too-distant future, Professor Ruth will start work on
another such book of historic sites that have been added to the roster since
the first printing in 1963. In the meantime, Landmarks of the West: A Guide to
Historic Sites will do. It is highly recommended to all interested in this subject
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and especially to anyone contemplating an extensive trip through the transMississippi West.
Michael Harrison
Harrison Western Research Center

Cather's Kitchens: Foodways in Literature and Life. By Roger L. Welsch and Linda
K. Welsch. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. xv + 177 pp. Illustrations, index. $16.95.)
This book proves once again that Willa Cather has a devoted albeit at times
eccentric and regional fan club. As the recent edition of Cather's fiction in the
Library of America testifies, and as one biography and critical study after
another continue to chum out, Cather's stature is anything but that of a mere
regionalist. She is, like so many accomplished American writers who happened
to experience the West and write about it, often relegated to the usually qualified regard of a western writer or, in her particular instance, a Nebraska writer.
There is absolutely nothing wrong with being a regionalist, as American
literary history bears out, if regionalism is allowed to transcend itself. All
writers write about the places they know best, real or imagined, and then
some. Cather does this; and so does Wright Morris, another Nebraska writer
who has laid claim to the larger American literary tradition. In this sense Cather
is and is not a Nebraska writer or a plains writer, or a western writer.
If read in a contrary spirit, Cather's Kitchens (unintentionally or intentionally parochial?), attempts to want the reader to accept that although Cather is
an author of American if not universal attitudes and appeals, she loved Nebraska
and food and art, and she loved them in just about that order. For many
readers this will demand too great a concession, too great a realignment of
aesthetic and critical if not biographical priorities.
Admittedly, many readers will love the native-daughter assumptions, the
casual and chatty voicings of the author, the personal and nostalgic asides and
digressions of Professor Welsch as he ostensibly "explores the ways in which
Cather used food ways as a literary device in her prairie novels," as the book
jacket phrases it. Numerous recipes and more fully explained methods of food
preparation are listed, catalogued, discussed, and remembered-some from
Cather, some from files of the Nebraska state Historical Society, and some from
implicitly "heroic" but ordinary individuals like "Grandma Anna Horacek of
Brainard."
As literary criticism Cather's Kitchens, alas, adds little to our understanding
of Cather's art-despite constant assertions to the contrary. The assumptions
are reductive and the insights are cliched and gratuitous. However, as an
attempt to see literature as folklore, as anthropological and sociological artifact
and even the processes and traditions of social history, and as a springboard
for flights of old-timer editorializing on how reading literature can trigger
countless anectodal and impressionistic memories and responses, Cather's Kitchens
is fondly entertaining.
The reader never knows for sure just which of the Welsches (Roger or
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Linda) is doing the telling and the explaining and the judging since the point
of view shifts capriciously back and forth from "r to "we." But, never mind.
Like following a truck and camper top with the occupants' names painted next
to the decal by the back door, one soon settles into assuming that husband
Welsch, like a true man from Nebraska, does the talking and the driving and
that wife Welsch is seated by his side filing the recipe cards. And if the reader
listens real hard, somewhere between the lines and the pages and the temperatures and the ingredients and the utensils you hear echoes of Garrison
Keillor and the folks of Lake Wobegon.
The real strength of the book, then, is also its weakness-the set-in-theold-ways observations of a garrulous folklorist/humorist about plains cooking,
affirmations of the romantic verities of home and kitchen stove, and the infinite
variety and simple glory of-as the chapters tick off like miles along the Plattemeat; bread and cakes; vegetables, fruit, and berries; drink; sweets and treatsall as "suggested" by some of Cather's allusions to the subject in three of her
novels (My Antonia, 0 Pioneers!, One of Ours) and one short story ("Neighbor
Rosicky").
The subtitle to the book, "Foodways in Literature and Life," suggests an
equal amount of attention to Cather's literature and life outside of literature.
The result, more accurately, is an emphasis on the life of Professor Welsch and
his middle-western heritage, which includes reading Willa Cather. In this ratio
Cather gets lost or is recycled and repackaged as a Nebraska cook and homebody-proving once again that, for her at least, fame, and plains pride, and
fan clubs, do have their price. Sixteen dollars and ninety-five cents to be exact.
Robert Gish
University of Northern Iowa

Book Notes

Kiva, Cross, and Crown: The Pecos Indians and New Mexico 1540-1840. By
John L. Kessell. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1987.
xiii + 587 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography,
index. $17.95 paper.) Paperback version of the 1979 National Park Service edition.
Edge of Taos Desert: An Escape to Reality. By Mabel Dodge Luhan. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1987. xxv + 338 pp. Index.
$22.50 cloth, $14.95 paper.) Hardcover reprint of 1937 Harcourt Brac~
edition with a foreword by John Colliu; Jr.
Life of the Right Reverend Joseph P. Machebeuf, D.O.: Pioneer Priest of Ohio,
Pioneer Priest of New Mexico, Pioneer Priest of Colorado, Vicar Apostolic of
Colorado and Utah, and First Bishop of Denver. By W. J. Howlett. Edited
by Thomas J. Steele and Ronald S. Brockway, S.]. (Denver: Regis College, 1987. 462 pp. illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth,
$11.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1908 edition. Published by Regis College,
Denver, Colorado, to commemorate the school's centennial in 1987.
The Toltecs: Until the Fall of Tula. By Nigel Davies. (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xviii + 533 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables,
notes, bibliography, index. $16.95 paper.) Paperback printing of the
1977 edition.
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Provincial Patriarchs: Land Tenure and the Economics of Power in Colonial
Peru. By Susan E. Ramirez. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1986. x + 471 pp. Illustration, map, charts, tables, appendixes,
notes, bibliography, index. $37.50.) A socioeconomic study of landed
wealth in seventeenth and eighteenth-century Peru.
Tucson: The Life and Times of an American City. By C. L. Sonnichsen.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xiv + 369 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, $15.95 paper.)
Paperback printing of the 1982 edition.
Cavalry Wife: The Diary of Eveline M. Alexander, 1866-1867. Edited by
Sandra L. Myres. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1988.
Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $11.95.) Paperback printing of the 1977 edition.
Kit Carson: A Pattern for Heroes. By Thelma S. Guild and Harvey L.
Carter. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1988. xii + 367 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $9.95 paper.) First Bison
Book printing of the 1984 ~dition.
Lewis and Clark among the Indians. By James P. Ronda. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1988. xv + 310 pp. Illustrations, maps,
appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $8.95 paper.) First Bison Book
printing of the 1984 edition.
The Great Platte River Road. By Merrill J. Mattes. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1987. xiii + 583 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography,
index. $35.00 cloth, $14.95 paper.) First Bison Book printing of the
award-winning 1969 edition.
The Fourth World of the Hopis: The Epic Story of the Hopi Indians as Preserved
in Their Legends and Traditions. By Harold Courlander. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1987. 239 pp. $10.95 paper.) Paperback
printing of the 1971 edition.
Death in the Desert: The Fifty Years' War for the Great Southwest. By Paul
I. Wellman. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. xiv + 294
pp. Illustrations, map, notes, index. $8.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1935
edition.

Death on the Prairie: The Thirty Years' Struggle for the Western Plains. By
Paul I. Wellman. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. xii +
298 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $27.95 cloth, $8.95 paper.) Reprint
of the 1934 edition.
The Potawatomis: Keepers of the Fire. By R. David Edmunds. (Norman:
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University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xii + 362 pp. Illustrations, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. $22.95 cloth, $12.95 paper.) Third printing
of the winner of the 1978 Francis Parkman Prize.
'

Custom Combining on the Great Plains: A History. By Thomas Isem. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xv + 248 pp. Illustrations,
maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $21.95 cloth, $8.95 paper.)
Paperback printing of the 1981 edition.
The Farmers' Frontier 1865-1900. By Gilbert C Fite. (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xiv + 272 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $21.95.) Reprint of the 1966 edition.
Empire of Dust: Settling and Abandoning the Prairie Dry Belt. By David C
Jones. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. xiv + 316 pp.
Illustrations, maps, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95
cloth, $14.95 paper.) A social and cultural study of agriculture on Canada's Great Plains.
Ejidos and Regions of Refuge in Northwestern Mexico. Edited by N. Ross
Crumrine and Phil C Weigand. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press,
1987. x + 113 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index.
$21.95.) Number 46 of the Anthropological Papers of the University of
Arizona.
Pre-Hispanic Occupance in the Valley of Sonora, Mexico: Archaeological Confirmation of Early Spanish Reports. By William E. Doolittle. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1988. viii + 87 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts,
tables, appendixes, bibliography, index. $24.95.) Number 48 of the
Anthropo~ogical Papers of the University of Arizona.
Florida Archaeology. By Florida Bureau of Archaeological Research. (Tallahassee, Florida: Florida Bureau of Archaeological Research. vi + 225
pp. Maps, tables, notes, bibliographies. $9.10 paper.) Second issue that
focuses on Hispanic colonial-era archaeology on the Florida peninsula.
Adobe Days. By Sarah Bixby Smith. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1987. xviii + 148 pp. Illustrations, index. $18.95 cloth, $5.95
paper.) Reprint of 1931 edition of reminiscences of late nineteenthcentury Los Angeles.
America's Architectural Roots: Ethnic Groups That Built America. Edited by
Dell Upton. (Washington, D.C: Preservation Press, 1986. 193 pp. Illustrations, index. $9.95 paper.) Anthology of architectural styles developed by various ethnic groups in America. Published by the National
Trust for Historic Preservation.
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Treasures of History: Historic Buildings in Chaves County 1870-1935. Edited
by William E. Gibbs, Keith E. Gibson, Alberta W. Silva, Peggy L. Stokes,
and Ernestine Chesser Williams. (Roswell: Chaves County Historical
Spciety, 1985. ix + 127 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, bibliography,
index. $6.95 paper.) Brief descriptions of historic Roswell architecture.
Tales of the Big Bend. By Elton Miles. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1987. 189 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index.
$10.95.) Reprint of 1976 edition.
Seeds of Change: Five Plants that Transformed Mankind. By Henry Hobhouse. (New York: Harper & Row, 1987. xv + 252 pp. Illustrations,
maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $8.95 paper.) Reprint of 1985
edition.
Stories of Maasaw, A Hopi God. By Ekkehart Malotki and Michael Lomatuway'ma. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. ix + 347 pp.
Illustrations, appendixes. $24.95 cloth, $14.95 paper.) Volume ten in
the "American Tribal Religions" series sponsored by the Museum of
Northern Arizona and published by University of Nebraska Press.
Maasaw: Profile of a Hopi God. By Ekkehart Malotki and Michael Lomatuway'ma. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. ix + 273 pp.
Illustrations, notes, bibliography. $24.95 cloth, $14.95 paper.) Volume
eleven in the "American Tribal Religions" series.

News Notes

David Montejano, professor of sociology in the University of New
Mexico and resident scholar at the School of American Research in
Santa Fe, has been named winner of the Frederick Jackson Turner
Award for his book, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas, 18361986 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1987). Awarded by the Organization of American Historians annually for the best book on American
history published by a university press, the Turner award was presented formally to Professor Montejano during the organization's annual
conference in Reno in March. The award includes a $500 cash prize,
medal, and certificate. Professor Montejano's book evaluates economic
and social change in the context of a century of inter-ethnic relations
in Texas. For a more complete analysis of Professor Montejano's book,
see David J. Weber's review in this issue of the New Mexico Historical
Review.
The School of American Research in Santa Fe is accepting applications for resident fellowships in anthropology and related disciplines
for the 1989-1990 academic year. Deadline for applications is December
1, 1988.Those receiving fellowships, which provide a monthly stipend,
housing, private study, and residency usually for eleven months, will
be chosen by early March 1989. Five fellowships, supported by the
Santa Fe institution and the National Endowment for the Humanities
205
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are available to doctoral candidates and scholars holding doctoral degrees.
Native American scholars, artists, and artisans are encouraged to apply
for the Katrin H. Lamon Fellowships in Native American art and education.
The natural and cultural diversity of Chaco Canyon, Mesa Verde,
and surrounding areas will be the focus of this summer's Southwest
Institute. Bringing together a broad range of faculty and experts to
examine a host of subjects from history to botany and archaeology to
literature, the Institute is a four-week graduate and undergraduate
interdisciplinary symposium sponsored by the College of Arts and
Sciences in the University of New Mexico. Offered this year from June
8 through July 2, the Institute will include a twelve-day lecture series,
with three presentations per day, and a six-day field course, with overnight sessions in northwestern New Mexico and southwestern Colorado.
Those participating may register for three or six hours undergraduate or graduate credit. Enrollment in the field portion of the Institute
is limited and must be accompanied by an advance deposit on the $180
field fee. Participants may register for either the lecture series alone or
for the combination lecture and field sessions, but no one may enroll
in the field program only. The Institute's lecture series will be held
from 8 a.m. to noon during the first two and a half weeks.
For additional information, contact Jerry L. Williams or Debby
Dean Kerkof at the Southwest Institute, Bandelier West, University of
New Mexico, Albuquerque, 87131 or call (505) 277-2828 or 277-3105.
For forms and registration information contact the university Registration Center at 120 Student Services Center, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131 or call (505) 277-5548.
The Western Literature Association is calling for papers to be presented during its 23rd Annual Meeting in Eugene, Oregon, October
6-9, 1988. Papers may be on any facet of western American literature.
Of special interest are topics related to the Pacific Northwest, nonwhite
western writers, women writers, nature writers, essays of place, exploration and river-related literature, and Canadian or Australian connections to western American literature. Those wishing to submit
proposals should send two copies of their manuscript (approximately
ten typed pages for a twenty-minute presentation) and a 125-word
abstract to Professor Glen A. Love, Department of English, University
of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon 97403. Deadline is July 10, 1988.
A three-day regional conference on the histories of Washington,
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, and North and South Dakota will be held

NEWS NOTES

207

in Billings, Montana, June 22-24. Titled a "Centennial Symposium of
the Northern Tier States," the conference will include panel presentations, lectures, plenary sessions, performances, and multi-media
shows and will cover various topics from the arts, humanities, and
social sciences.
Also scheduled in June is the 83rd annual meeting of the American
Association of Museums. The conference, to be held at the David L.
Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, will run
June 3-7 and will feature more than one hundred program sessions,
as well as exhibits, awards presentations, and counseling and placement services.
Other upcoming events in 1988 include the scheduling at the Los
Alamos Historical Museum of "Among Ancient Ruins: The Explorations
of Earl H. Morris," a traveling exhibit from the University of Colorado
at Boulder, and the annual North American Print Conference in Austin,
Texas, in November. Held annually since 1970, the print conference
represents an informal organization of scholars, curators, dealers, and
others interested in American prints and printmaking. Topic of the
conference, to be held November 9-12, will be prints and printmaking
of Texas. Proposals for papers may be addressed to Ron Tyler, Texas
State Historical Association, Sid Richardson Hall 2/306, College Station,
Austin, Texas 78712.
Recent appointments to positions related to history in the Southwest include the naming of Harry Kelsey as chief research historian at
the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County. Replacing Kelsey
as chief curator and head of the Los Angeles Museum's history division
is Donald Chaput, a member of the staff since 1972. A museum appointment closer to home was that of Shelby Tisdale as curator of the Millicent Rogers Museum in Taos. Tisdale, who holds a master's degree
in museum studies and Native American culture of the Southwest from
the University of Washington, Seattle, transferred from the Palm Springs
Desert Museum in California where she was museum anthropologist
and assistant curator of natural science. In Los Alamos, Georgia Strickfaden has replaced Robert Castille on the board of directors for the Los
Alamos Historical Society.
The Chavez County Historical Society, meanwhile, has noted the
retirement of Lillian McDonald, administrative assistant for the Historical Museum in Roswell since it opened, and the Los Alamos Historical Society has announced the resignation of Linda Aldrich, archivist.
The University of New Mexico History Department also lost Mariana
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Ibanez, long-time departmental secretary, to the university's office of
the graduate dean last November. Replacing Mariana is Alexis Neal.

In its annual business meeting this past January, the Taos County
Historical Society elected new officers for the year, including Herbert
W. Dick as president and Charlotte Grabner as vice-president.
Pending finalization of an agreement with the National Cowboy
Hall of Fame, Westerners International will move its headquarters from
Tucson to Oklahoma City as a result of a vote last November of the
organization's executive committee. Earlier, the National Cowboy Hall
of Fame board of directors voted favorably to support the move. Tucson
has been headquarters for the Westerners since 1968. Meantime, David
Dary, professor of journalism in the University of Kansas and recent
contributor to the New Mexico Historical Review, was named president
of Westerners International for a third year. Other executive officers
also were continued in office.
The tortuous battle of the Taos Pueblo Indians to regain ownership
of Blue Lake is one of the most celebrated inter-cultural success stories
of the Southwest. It is also one of the most complex. Four manuscript
collections that shed further light on the restoration of Blue Lake to
the Taos Pueblo have been added to Princeton University Library's
already substantial holdings of material on the case. In an article
appearing in the Autumn 1987 edition of the Princeton University Library
Chronicle, William F. Deverell, doctoral candidate in history at Princeton
University, briefly recounts the Taos Indians' fight for Blue Lake and
describes the significance of the newly acquired manuscript collections.
The collections, which concentrate on the final fifteen years of the Taos
Blue Lake case (1955-1970), are: the Corinne Locker Papers; the William
C. Schaab Papers; the Rufus G. Poole Papers; and the Bobbie Greene
Collection of White House Papers.

Medal of Honor: Indian Wars 1865-1891, a limited edition booklet
published in 1985 that lists Medal of Honor recipients who served in
the Indian Wars of the West, is available from the author, Charles
Meketa, Star Route, Box 1163, Corrales, New Mexico 87048. Cost is $4
including postage. The book provides names, ranks, and brief biographical sketches for approximately four hundred men. Meketa extracted
the names from a listing of Medal of Honor recipients prepared for the
U.S. Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs in 1973.
Congratulations to Jorge A. Wernly, assistant professor in the
department of surgery, University of New Mexico Medical School, for
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winning a year's gift subscription to the New Mexico Historical Review
for his contribution to the campus United Way drive.
The Albuquerque Historical Society is accepting donations to a
memorial scholarship fund for Ed Perkins, historian and member of
the historical society who recently died. Contributions may be made
to Charles Klingman, treasurer, 9232 Hilton Avenue N.E., Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111.
The DeColyer Library is accepting applications for an annual fellowship awarded to a qualified scholar to use the holdings of the Fikes
Hall of Special Collections at Southem Methodist University. The fellowship is awarded to facilitate scholarly research on an uninterrupted
basis in the DeColyer Library. The fellowship includes a stipend of
$600 per month for up to three months. Deadline for applications is
May 1, 1988, and the recipient of the award will be announced May
15/ 1988. For more information, contact the DeColyer Library, Southern
Methodist University, Dallas, Texas 75275.
A symposium sponsored by the Center of Southwest Studies and
Mesa Verde National Park will be held December 17-18, 1988,at Mesa
Verde National Park to commemorate the first sighting of Cliff Palace
by the Richard Wetherill family. Focus of the symposium will be on
the Wetherills and the part they played in development of archaeology
in the Southwest. Historians, archaeologists, and individuals from other
disciplines are encouraged to submit papers to be read during the
symposium. Papers should be twenty minutes in length. For more
information, contact Richard N. Ellis, director of the Center of Southwest Studies, Fort Lewis College, Durango, Colorado 81301 or call (303)
247-7456.
Three special events have been scheduled this summer at Fort
Union National Monument. Fort Union, situated near the junction of
the Cimarron Cut-off and the Mountain Route of the Santa Fe Trail,
was the site of three different military posts between 1851 and 1891.
On June 25, dragoons, infantrymen, and traders will tell the story of
early days along the Santa Fe Trail, and visitors will be able to see the
site of the first fort, not usually open to the public. Speakers will discuss
the Hispanic influence on the trail and its commerce, and a Mexican
"trail" dinner will be available. Activities begin at 9:30 a.m. On July 30
and 31, historians and actors will portray garrison life of the 1860s with
a military fashion review, drills, band performance, and demonstrations of firearms and artillery. An Old Army lunch will be available.
Activities begin at 9:30 a.m. On August 27, tours of the fort will be
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conducted under a full moon. Reservations will be accepted after June
1 and are encouraged. For more information, write in care of Superintendent, Fort Union National Monument, Watrous, New Mexico 87753
or call 425-8025.
The Maxwell Museum of Anthropology will sponsor two events
in May including an opening fiesta for "Viva Mexico!: Mexican Serapes
1860-1940," at the museum May 7. The fiesta, which will include food,
music, and other activities, will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. A tour of
Chaco Canyon will be led by archaeologists Joan Mathien and Tom
Windes May 22 and 23. The tours will offer new hikes to different sites.
Participants must supply their own transportation and a $20 registration fee is required. For more information on these and other museum
activities, write the Maxwell Museum of Anthropology, University of
New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131 or call 277-4404.
The New Mexico Heritage Center at New Mexico State University
is conducting a survey of New Mexico oral history projects in an effort
to compile a directory of oral history sources. Questionnaires are available from the Heritage Center, Box 3E, New Mexico State University,
Las Cruces, New Mexico 88003. The center was established in 1986 as
part of New Mexico State University's College of Arts & Sciences to
develop and coordinate cultural conservation.

